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Mr. ORR. I submit that the question I have 
raised must first be decided, because, if it is de- 
termined that the gentleman from Tennessee had 
no right to make the motion to reconsider, there 
js nothing before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question first arises 
upon the appeal of the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Coss,] as a precedent question, inasmuch 
as, if it be decided that the motion to reconsider 
cannot be made at all, it is of little moment on 
which side the gentleman from Tennessee voted. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. = sre 

The question was put; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 73, noes 76. 

Mr. CRAIGE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis of 
Massachusetts, and Craice, were ae 

The question was again put; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 62, noes 81. 

Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the ques- 
tion being taken, it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 62, nays 92; as follows. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, 
Davidson, Day, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Faulkner, Flor- 
ence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 
Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McQueen, 
Meacham, Smith Miller, Nichols, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Pow- 
ell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
Samuel A. Smith, Stewart, Talbott, Warner, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright—62. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Barbour, Benson, Billing- 
hurst, Bradshaw, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Chaffee, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cox, Cragin, Damrell, 
Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dick, Edwards, Em- 
rie, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morri- 
son Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 
B. Horton, Howard, Kennett, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McCarty, Moore, Morgan, Mott, Norton, 
Parker, Pearce, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Pur- 
year, Reade, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Tap- 
an, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Wade, 
Valbridge, Waldron, Walker, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, Whitney, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer 
—92. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred upon Mr. Coss’s appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Not being absolutely 
certain whether I was present and voted upon 
seconding the demand for the previous question, 
I feel it to be proper to state that had I voted on 
that question my vote would not have been with 
the majority. Upon reflection, therefore, I doubt 
whether I had the right to move to reconsider. 
Such being the fact 1 now withdraw the motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I voted with the majority, 
and [ renew the motion to reconsider the vote »y 
which the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the House do 
now adjoury. 

Mr. it. MARSHALL. Upon that motion I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ORR. I renew the question of order raised 
by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts has no right 
to move to reconsider the vote by which the pre- 
vious question was seconded—that it is not com- 
petent for the House to reconsider that vote. 

The SPEAKER. The motion immediately 
pending is to adjourn. 

Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn. 

r.ORR. I now appeal fom the decision of 
the Chair deciding that the motion of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts is in order. 

The SPEAKER. The question, then, will be, 
“ Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the House?”’ 

Mr. CARLILE. | If the House adjourns now, 
wili the first question in the morning be upon the 
appeal of the gentleman from South Carolina? 
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ness in order. 
Mr. TRIPPE. Does that bring the whole 


subject before the House? 
The SPEAKER. It does. 


touching the question of order now pending before 
the House. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


*¢ A motion was then made to reconsider the demand for 
the previous question. 


called for ; when 

“The Speaker decided that, as the yeas and nays could 
not be taken in ascertaining whether the previous question 
was demanded by a majority of the members present or 
not, the yeas and nays could not be taken on the motion to 
reconsider the demand. 


The question was then put: ‘ Will the House reconsider 
the demand for the previous question ?? 

** And passed in the negative.” 

Mr. ORR. I now ask that the case immedi- 
ately preceding be read; and I desire to know if 
the Speaker considers that good authority? 


The Clerk read as follows: 


« Mr. CLark raised a question: Is it in order to modify a 
motion after the previous question has been moved and car- 
ried in the affirmative, and the main question (that is, upon 
the motion) ordered to be put? 

The Speaker decided that it was in order. 
se, From this decision Mr. CLark took an appeal to the 

ouse. 


“And the question was put: ‘Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House ?? 

‘‘And passed in the affirmative.’’ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide upon 
that question when it shall be raised. The ques- 
tion now is: ‘*Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
as the judgment of the House ?”’ 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
whether, if the House now adjourns, this will not 
come up in the morning as unfinished business? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gentle- 
man from Tennessee to withdraw the motion to 
adjourn for a moment, to enable me to have some 
executive communications ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH. I will withdraw for that pur- 

ose. 

. Mr. CAMPBELL. I have some communi- 
cations from the Departments addressed to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, which are im- 
portant, and ought to be printed, having reference 
to some supposed abuses in the judiciary. I ask 
that they may be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House various 
communications from the Executive Departments; 
which were disposed of as indicated below: 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting a letter from the assistant 
treasurer at New Orleans, and recommending that 
an appropriation be made for the employment of 
an additional clerk in the assistant treasurer’s 
office at New Orleans, at a salary of $1,500 per 
annum. Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the State Department, 
transmitting a letter from Mr. Audubon, and 
stating that, inasmuch as valuable works are fre- 
quently sent by foreign nations to this, it is de- 
sirable that similar works should be furnished in 
return, and recommending Mr. Audubon’s work 
on birds and quadrupeds as a suitable one for that 

urpose. Referred to the Committee on the Li- 
rary, and ordered to be printed. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

On motion by Mr. COBB, of Alabama, by 
unanimous consent, it was ordered that the papers 
relating to the removal of the land‘office at Leb 
anon, in the State of Alabama, be withdrawn 
from the files of the House, and referred to the 
Land Office, where said case is now pending. 


PORT OF DELIVERY. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, by unanimous consent, 


I move that the 


The SPEAKER. That will be the first busi- | introduced the following resolution; which was 


The Chair asks || 
the consent of the House to have read a precedent || 


| 
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read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 


ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of 
delivery at Bowling Green, Kentucky. 


RESOLUTIONS OF NEW JERSRY. 


| Mr. ROBBINS presented joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of New Jersey, relative to the 


| protection of lives and property of vessels wrecked 
|| upon the coast of that State; and others, fer the 
*’'The yeas and nays on the question to reconsider were | 


better protection of life and property, and a more 


\| effective working of the Government apparatus 
|| on the same coast, between Sandy Hook and 


| Cape May; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
And then, on motion by Mr. HAVEN, the 


| House (at four o’clock) adjourned until to-mor- 
| row, attwelve m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspar, March 27, 1856. 


Prayer by Rev. Daniex Watno, Chaplain to 
the House of Representatives. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ERRONEOUS REFERENCE. 


Mr. GEYER. I observe, from the reading of 
the Journal this morning, that a petition which f 
— yesterday was—by a mistake of mine 
| 1 presume—referred to the wrong committee. It 
| is the petition of Isaac H. Sturgeon, the assistant 
| treasurer at St. Louis, Missouri, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. I now ask 
that that committee be discharged from its con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


| 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate a report of the Secretary of War, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, information in relation to the expenditures 
by that Department for printing not executed 
under the provisions of the act of August, 1852; 
which was, on motion by Mr. Firzparrics, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Cuttom, announcing that 
the Speaker had signed an enrolled bill entitled 
** An act relating to punishment in the peniten- 
tiary;’’ which was then signed by the President 
pro tempore. 

RESOLUTION REFERRED. 


The joint resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives (J, R. No. yi supplying new mem- 
bers of the Senate and House of Sootesmnialinens 
with such books of a public character as have 
been heretofore supplied, was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Library. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. FISH presented the petition of Jane 
Stanbrough, widow of Lemuel Stanbrough, a re- 
volutionary soldier, praying to be allowed a pen- 
sion under the act of February 3, 1853; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the memorial of Mortimer Livingston, 
agent of the Ocean Steam Navigation Company. 
for an extension of the existing contract with that 
company for the transportation of the mails be- 
tween New York and Bremenhaven, and New 
York and Havre; which was referred to the Cor- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BIGLER presented the petition of Ma 
F. Henderson, only surviving child of Joseph 
Henderson, deceased, praying to be allowed boun- 
ty land for the services of her father as a soldier 
in the war of 1812; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. : 

Mr. GEYER presented a memorial of the di- 
rectors of the Hannibal and St. Joseph’s Railroad 
Company, praying for a grant of land and ri ht 
of way to aid in the construction of that ard other 
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railroads from the Mississippi river to the Pacific 
ocean; which was referred to the select commit- 
tee on the subject of a railroad to the Pacific 
ocean. 

Mr. BROWN presented a petition of citizens 
of Jasper county, Mississippi, praying for the es- 
tablishment of a mail route ass Paulding to 
‘Taylorville or Ocoha, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. WELLER presented a petition of officers 


of the Army, for an increase of the commutation | 


price of the Army ration; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. ; 
Also, the petition of Catharine M. E. McKnight, 


widow of Francis McKnight, who was killed | 
by accident while in discharge of his duty as an | 


artificer of ordnance, praying to be allowed a 
yension; Which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Washington, District of Columbia, pray- 
ing for an appropriation for the improvement of 
Indiana avenue, in that city; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. STUART. The Committee on Public 


Lands have had under consideration the memo- 
rial of Mary Kimer and Mary C. McCoy, pray- 
ing for indemnity for losses sustained by them in 
the depreciation of property in consequence of 
delays interposed fone’ officers in the perfection 
of their titles. I am instructed by the committee 
to ask to be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of this memorial; and also, at the request 
of the agent for the claimants, to move that they 
have leave to withdraw their papers for the pur- 
pose of having them referred by them to the Court 
of Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition 
of Nathaniel Mothershead, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill granting a pension to 
Nathaniel Mothershead, of Missouri. The bill 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading; and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill granting 
bounty land to Rebecca Freeman, reported it 
without amendment. He submitted a report on 
the subject, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred a bill to regulate 
the appraisement of imported merchandise, re- 
d it with amendments, 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred a 
memorial of the Hebrew congregation of the city 
of Washington, praying for an act of incorpora- 
tion, reported a bill for the benefit of the Hebrew 
congregation of the city of Washington; which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Adam D. Steuart, for the reimbursement of a 
sum of money paid by him for the recovery of 
certain public funds which were stolen while 
under his charge, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill for his relief. The bill was read a first 
tume, and ordered to a second reading, and the 
wees was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom were referred the memorials 
of George E. McClelland and other officers en- 
gaged in the Florida war, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill to authorize the Secretar 
of War to cause to be paid to Captain George E 
McClelland, his officers and men composing his 
company of mounted volunteers, full pay for ser- 
vices rendered, and full forage and subsistence 
whilst engaged in Florida in 1840. The bill was 
read the first time, and ordered toa second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Agatha O’Brien, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill for the relief of Mrs. tha O'Brien, 
widow of Brevet Major J. P. J. O’Brien, late of 
the United States Army. The bill was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading, and 
the report was ordered to be printed. 
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| vate bills. 


| for the consideration of private bills. 


| Senator from California; or does he think that 








PRIVATE BILL DAY. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, no order 
has yet been made for the consideration of pri- 
We have been in session for several | 
months, but we have not devoted one day to their 
consideration; I therefore ask the Senate to make | 
an order, that Friday of every week be set apart 


} 


Mr. WELLER. I suppose the only effect of | 
the order will be to give precedence to private bills | 
on that day, but not to preclude the beanie from 

roceeding to the consideration of other business | 
if it shall be thought necessary. I have no ob- | 
jection to the order being made if such will be its | 
effect. as | 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That is all I seek to ac- 
complish. 

Mr. STUART. The usual order has been 
held to have the effect of requiring a day’s notice 
to set it aside. Is that the supposition of the 


the Senate may, on Friday, set aside the order, | 
and take up public business? 

Mr. WELLER. I desire that the order may | 
be put in such a form that it will not require no- 
tice to set it aside. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Under the order of last ses- | 
sion, if that be adopted, the objection of a single | 
Senator will prevent the Senate from proceeding, | 
on Friday, to the consideration of any other busi- | 
ness than that of a private character, on the Cal- 
endar. 

Mr. WELLER. It is to guard against that 
very evil, that I have made the suggestion that 
the order be framed so as merely to give prece- 
dence to the private bills on Friday. 

Mr. STUART. I suggest that the object will | 
a simple provision, that private 
business on Friday shall be the special order. 
Then a vote of the Senate can postpone it if pub- 
lic business should require consideration. 

The PRESIDENT. It has heretofore been 
considered that one day’s notice was required 
to change the order in regard to the consideration 
of private bills; for it has been construed asa 
rule; but the Senate, of course, can make an 
order similar to that indicated by the Senator 
from Michigan. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I ask that the Senate will 
make private bills the special order for Friday 
of sath week. 

The PRESIDENT. A majority of the Senate 
will have power to set aside that order at any 
time. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Certainly. 

The motion of Mr. Bropueap was agreed to; 
and it was therefore 


Ordered, That on Friday of each week, during the present 
session, private bills shall be the special order of the day. 


COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Iask the Senate to take up 
the bill, (S. No. 155,) reported by the Committee | 
on Commerce, relating to the appointment of 
officers for the collection of the customs, and to 
provide for their compensation, in order that it 
may be made the special order for some subse- 
quent day. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read the second time. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I now desire that it may be 
made the special order for some day next week, 
when it will not interfere with other business. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I would suggest to the Sen- | 
ator from Maine, that there are some regulations | 
in that bill relating to the custom-house at New | 
Orleans, to which [ have thought it necessary to | 
call the attention of the officers there. Ido not 
know that by next week I shall have the neces- 
sary information on which to act; I should there- 
fore prefer that the bill be deferred until the week | 
after next. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then I will say Tuesday | 
week. 

Mr. SLIDELL. That will satisfy me. 

The motion of Mr. Hamin was agreed to; and | 
the bill was made the special order for Tuesday, 
the 8th of April. 


COLGNEL BENJAMIN S. ROBERTS. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. The resolution which 
I reported yesterday morning from the Commit- 
tee on Printing was not accompanied by an esti- 
mate of the cost of the work. 
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| estimate, and I ask that the Senate may take up 
the resolution, and consider it. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re. 
| sumed the consideration of the following resoly. 
| tion: 

| Resolved, That there be oo five thousand additiona} 
| ies of the report (No. 32) of the Committee on Military 





i resent. 
| ation of a sword to Colonel Benjamin 8. Roberts. Pe 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I ask for the reading 
of the Superintendent’s estimate, which I send tg 
the Chair. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Estimate for printing Senate report No. 32, in the cas 
6B. 8. Robert. y 


Composition of twenty-six pages small pica plain....$26 00 
Press-work of one thousand copies............++++. 6 76 
Paper for one thousand copies.......seeseeeseeeees 13 0] 


Total cost of one thousand copies........+.0++ 0004-945 77 
. 


—_— 
— 


And the sum of $19 77 for each one thousand copies after 
the first. 


Total cost of five thousand copies, $124 85, 


Mr. RUSK. I desire to call the attention of 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
to one point in connection with this report. | 
notice that, in the correspondence which it con- 
tains in regard to the flag first planted on the walls 
of the city of Mexico, there is a reference to the 
plan of one of the battles. It seems to me that this 
plan should be printed with the report, in order 
to make more intelligible some of the letters. | 
presume the additional expense of printing the 
plan will be very small. 

Mr. WELLER. I was afraid of incurring 
additional expense, if that diagram should be 
reprinted with this documefit. It is a drawing 
which accompanies the official report of General 
Quitman, which has already been published by 
order of Congress, and is to be found among the 
official documents. If the Senate, however, are 
disposed to have it reprinted to accompany the 
report of the committee in this case, I have no 
objection. The Senator from Texas says that 
it will enable a person to understand much more 
readily the position of the different commands, if 
printed with the report. Reference is made to 
the diagram in the report of the committee. It 
would certainly be useful to print it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I had the 
misfortune to differ from my colleagues upon the 
Committee on Printing in reference to the expe- 
diency of publishing extra copies of this report. 
I deem it my duty, therefore, to state to the Senate 
the principle on which I dissent from them. 

I acknowledge that the cost of this extra print- 
ing will be trifling; but, after the debate which we 
had the other day, it is for the Senate to consider 
whether they will order the printing of docu- 
ments, simply because the expense may be com- 
paratively trifling, when they would not agree to 
print the same documents if they were to cost 
more money. I think the distinction ought to 
be drawn on other considerations than the mere 
amount of money involved. I think that, unless 
a document is of general interest to the people, 
we should not print a great number of copies, 
whether it be a large or small work. Now, this 
report is no doubt of interest to the officers of the 
Army, but to nobody else thatIam aware of. It 
involves a disputed question as to certain trans- 
actions which took place in the city of Mexico. 
It relates to a dispute as to who raised the first 
American flag in the city of Mexico, or who made 
the order for it, and who is entitled to the credit. 
It is a question of some interest undoubtedly to 
officers of the Army who were there; and, apart 
from that, it may be of some historical interest; 
but, the usual number of copies being already 
printed, it is preserved for that purpose without 
the printing of a large number Gt extra copies. 

In aT et we ought not to print docu- 
ments of this kind merely for the purpose of 
gratifying a particular class of individuals. The 
report consists simply of letters—nothing else; a 
few letters on the subject—collected by the Com- 
mittee on Military@Affairs, and put together to 
be preserved. The object is, that the gentlemen 
interested may be furnished with copies to en- 
lighten them and their friends on the question, 
whe raised that flag? 

This is a small matter, and I care nothing about 
it; but, in pursuance of the debate which has 
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week, and in accordance with the ideas which | 
seemed to prevail generally in the Senate Cham- 
ber, 1 have thought it my tee to oppose this 
proposition. In my individual judgment, it is 
precisely one of those things (although a small || 
matter) which, as I supposed, we pretty generally || 
came to the conclusion should not be printed at the | 
public expense. The only question is, whether | 
an exception is to be made with reference to a | 
document that costs $100, which would not be 

made if it cost $1,000, or any larger sum. My | 
judgment is, that if we intend to begin reform on | 
the subject of printing, of which we have talked 

so much, we may as well begin with the first 

proposition which is presented, whatever may be | 
the expense. I have no individual feeling in 
regard to the matter; and if there is a single Sen- | 
ator who desires particularly that these extra | 
copies should be printed, { should be er to | 
gratify him, so far as my vote is concerned; but, | 
as I said before, I have deemed it a matter of 
duty to state to the Senate my views in relation 
to this proposition. What disposition the Senate 
shall make of it is of no consequence to me. | 

Mr. RUSK. I think if we wish to make a 
reform, we had better wait until we can strike a 
larger fish than this. As there is some doubt as 
to what will be the expense of including in the 
report the diagram of the battle, which will explain | 
one or two of those letters, I move to recommit 
the resolution to the Committee on Printing, in | 
order to ascertain that fact. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Thope that my friend | 
from Texas will not embarrass this resolution with | 
that motion. The diagram to which he alludes | 
has already been ordered to be printed by the | 
Government. If it should be reprinted with this | 
report, it will considerably increase the cost of | 
the document. I am among the last Senators on 
this floor who would disturb the settled conclu- 
sion at which we seem to have arrived, in regard 
to our printing expenses; but I fear that we are 
going to have economy with a vengeance if we 
proceed in this way. I recollect that before this 
subject was referred to the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, there was a discussion in regard to 
it in the Senate, and it occupied considerable 
attention. It relates to an unsettled question. | 
The report refers to one of the most thrilling in- | 
cidents connected with the history of the war | 
with Mexico. Not only many of the officers | 
throughout the country, but the people at large 
feel an interest in knowing who is entitled to 
share the honor which has been contested. 

If the expense of this printing were great, I 
should oppose this proposition; for I am one of | 
the last gentlemen on the floor of the Senate who | 
would increase our expenses in the appropriation | 
of money; but I do not think $124 85 will affect 
the Treasury to any great extent. 

I am sorry to differ from my honorable friend 
from Maine, [Mr. Fessenpen.] I think this is 
a document which will be read with interest | 
throughout the country. We have on record in | 
this report, in an authentic shape, the testimony 
of gentlemen who were eye-witnesses of the trans- 
action, establishing and vindicating the truth of 
history more completely an¢ thoroughly than has 
ever been done, in connection with the gallant 
deeds of our officers on that occasion. It 1s due 
to them to spread the documents before the coun- 
try, so that the world at large may judge, and 
so that no future Congress may be disturbed with | 
controversies in reference to the gallant deeds of 
our Army in Mexico. I hope my friend from 
Texas will not insist on having the diagram 
pone with the report, but will allow the reso- 
ution to pass as it is. 

Mr. RUSK. It struck me, on reading the 
report, that the diagram was necessary in order | 
to understand it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Perhaps it would give || 
more accurate information; butit has been already | 
printed, and we are all anxious to avoid the ex- 
penditure of money. The typesare yet standing 
from which copies of the report have already | 
been printed, and they are ready to be used for 
striking off the additional copies. I hope that my | 
friend from Texas will not insist on having the 
diagram included in it, but let us act on the reso- 
lution as it is. 

Mr. RUSK. I withdraw my motion. 

_ The PRESIDENT. The question is on agree- 
ing to the resolution. 











interest and solicitude in regard to this en as 


nays. 

Mr. WELLER. The eon which we propose || 
to print, is a pamphlet of but twenty-six pages. 
The officers of the Army, of course, feel a great 


it details the operations immediately preceding the 
entry of our Army into the city of Mexico, on the 


| 13th of September, 1847. The officers who were 


concerned have made their detailed statements 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and we have 
thought that it was no more than an act of justice 
to all the parties concerned that there should be 
a sufficient number printed, so that they may be 
sent to their friends. 

I have had various applications already from 
officers of the Army for this report. They have 
felt a = deal of solicitude on this matter. 
There has been much controversy amongst them 
in regard to the operations immediately preceding 
the entry of our Army into the city of Mexico. | 
We have attempted, in this report, to determine | 
that question; and we think we have determined 
it satisfactorily. We ask simply that this num- 
ber may be printed to enable the parties whose 
statements have been made, and the officers who 
feel a great solicitude in the matter, to be put in 
possession of the facts. 

Mr. CASS. I wish to ask the honorable chair- | 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs whether 
there is anything in this case taking it away from 
ordinary cases of disputedfacts ? Was there ever | 
a battle, either during the Revolution, the war of | 
1812, or the Mexican war, where there were not 
disputes as to the merits of the officers, and what 
this man and the other did? Now is there any 
reason why we should publish, at the expense of 
the Government, a statement containing the facts 
of this case more than in a thousand others? If | 
there is, | should like to hear it. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not know but that it 
would be proper in all cases where there have | 
been disputes among officers as to the character | 
of certain operations during a great engagement, | 
to have the facts investigated and published. In j} 
the very cases spoken of by the Senator from 
Michigan, I should feel disposed to investigate 
them by a proper committee, and have the facts | 
spread abroad to the public. I do not know that 
there is anything in this case to make it an ex- 
ception to the rule laid down by the Senator; but 
I think this is an important question so far as 
the reputation of certain officers is concerned; 
and it is no more than right that each one of 
them should have a full share of the credit of the 

allantry displayed by our Army at the city of 
Hexic. We ave undertaken to present the 
facts in this report, and to settle some questions 
incidentally raised in the Senate, and which have 
been much talked of outside of the Senate. 

Mr. CASS. I think it a much more proper 
subject for the historian than for the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. The historian generally looks 
to the official reports of the officers, and he makes 
up his history of the Mexican war from those re- 
ports. If he were to go to the reports made by | 
commanding officers in the Mexican war, I un- 
dertake to say he would fall far short of getting | 
the truth. I have seen enough of history not to 


repose confidence in its statements, especially in || 


regard to war operations. I could refer now to 
histories of the Mexican war, and point the atten- | 
tion of the Senate to some of the most palpable 
falsehoods which ever found a place in any his- | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Has not the usual num- | 
ber of copies of this document been already | 
printed ? 

Mr. WELLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr.ADAMS. Thecharacter of adistinguished | 
citizen of the State which I have the honor in part | 
to represent, is interested in this report. 1 would, | 


i} 
tory. 
| 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask for the yeas and | this proposition, in consequence of a colleague in 


I] 
' 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | 


| acted upon. [Laughter.]} 
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the other House [Mr. Quirman] being interested, 
when I would vote against it if it interested the 
colleagues or constituents of other Senators. 
Iam somewhat surprised to hear other Sena- 
tors talk about what has passed in the course of 
debate this week, as though it was expected to be 
Talk about economy, 
and expect to carry it out practically! I have not 
dreamed of such a thing. It will not be thought 


_of a week hence. As I voted against all the other 


propositions for extra printing, | shall vote 
against this. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


| resulted—yeas 10, nays 27; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Dodge, Evans, Fitzpatrick 
Houston, Jones of Iowa, Rusk, Seward, Toucey, and 
Weller—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell 
of Tennessee, Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, Clayton, 
Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Hunter, Iverson, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, 
Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Trumbull, and Wade-—27. 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 


JURISDICTION OF THE SUPREME COURT. 

Mr. PUGH submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing for the 
allowance of writs of error from the Supreme Court to the 
inferior courts of the United States in criminal cases. 

NAVAL RETIRING FOARD. 

Mr. IVERSON. Mr. President, it will be re- 
membered by the Senate that, some time ago, my 
colleague [Mr. Toomss] submitted a resolution 


| in relation to the action of the naval board. I 
| then oc a resolution myself, which I de- 


signed as a substitute for his. The proposition 


| which I introduced was to raise a select commit- 
| tee for the purpose of enabling them to make 


an examination of the members of the board, to 
ascertain the grounds and reasons on which the 
various officers were disrated or dropped, and to 
take other testimony by way of exculpation, 
with a view to determine whether the board had 
acted fairly and properly or not, and to correct 


| any evil which may have grown out of its action, 


if, indeed, any has been attendant upon it, 

Since that time, the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs have introduced a resolution proposing to 
confer on that committee the power to send for 


| persons and papers, with a view to institute this 


| examination themselves. 
| in this position at the present time. 
| very important that some disposition should be 





therefore, vote for printing extra numbers in this | 
case as readily as would vote for any proposi- | 
tion of that kind which has been made during the | 
present Congress, and indeed much more readily | 
and with more pleasure. But, sir, as the usual 

number has been printed, and as that number | 
furnishes the necessary information for those who | 
are interested, and as, I think, an extra number | 


| 


j 
| 


The whole question is 
I think it 


made of these various propositions. If the Senate 
intends to institute an investigation atall, it should 
be done at an early day; otherwise it may run into 


_the recess, and possibly be turned over to the 


next session of Congress. I do not design to 


| bring that subject forward to-day, because it 


would interfere with the special order for one 
o’clock, upon which the Senator from Vermont 
[Mr. Cottamer} is entitled tothe floor. I by no 
means desire to interfere with his rights or with 


| the pleasure which his remarks to-day are ex- 


pected to give to the very brilliant auditory in the 
gallery, now assembled to hear him. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will suggest to the Sen- 
ator that the condition of my throat and lungs is 
such that I shall be unable to speak to-day; and 
I slfall therefore have to ask for a delay. 

Mr. IVERSON. Iam not disposed to press 
the subject to which I have alluded to-day, All 
I ask is, thatit may be taken up and postponed to, 


| and made the special order for, a subsequent day. 


I would suggest Monday; and I do so for the 
reason that this is a subject on which every Sen- 
ator seems to entertain a deep feeling and inter- 
est. Other Senators desire to address the Senate 
on the subject as well as myself. 1 am notified 
by the honorable Senator from Louisiana, (Mr. 
Sie t,] that he desires to address the Senate 
upon it; the Senator from Delaware has already 
given notice of his desire to address the Senate; 
and other Senators doubtless will wish to take 

art in the discussion. I donot purpose to press 
it to-day, because it would be springing the sub- 
ject on the consideration of the Senate unex- 
pectedly. I move, therefore, to take up the three 
resolutions to which I have referred, and make 


will be of no substantial benefit to the parties || them the special order for Monday next, if it 


concerned, | cannot depart from a rule which [ | 
have prescribed for my own conduct, and vote for | 


| 


will not interfere with any other order already 
adopted. 
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Mr. STUART. 
ator from Georgia, that, though 


have no objec- 


tion to his making this oeerert the special order | 


for Monday, I should dish 
stood by the Senator, or the Senate generally, that 
I should, so far as my action goes, be disposed 
to permit the discussion at that time. 
made a special order, and take its chance with 
the other special orders, which already have pre- 
cedence. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
ator from Georgia proposes to make this subject 
the special order for the morning hour on Mon- 


on, . | 
Mr. IVERSON. Yes, sir, at half past twelve 


o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I would suggest to my friend 
from Georgia that, if he proposes to make these 
resolutions a special order, he should include in 
his motion the bill reported from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs on the subject. I learn that the 
chairman of that committee 1s about to be absent 
fora fortnight. This discussion will certainly 
occupy some days—three or four at least—and | 
would suggest to my friend that, if he will name 
some day when the chairman of the Naval Com- 
mittee will probably be in his place, it would be 
acceptable to all parties, and then we could take 
up the whole subject and dispose of it. 

Mr.M ALLORY, When the subject to which 
the honorable Senator from Georgia refers was 
under consideration before, I moved to fix a day 
for the special consideration of the bill reported 
by the committee; and that motion was agreed to. 
A reconsideration was moved by the colleague of 
the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] not 
now in his place. He stated, as one of the rea- 
sons for desiring a reconsideration, that he him- 
self would be compelled to be absent. I did not 
hear that reason, nor was I aware he had given 
any such reason until a day or two since when 
I read his remarks in the Temesanlenel Globe. 
| opposed the reconsideration of the vote fixing 
that special order, not knowing that he place 
iton the ground of personal inconvenience. I 
take this opportunity—the first I have had—of 
saying that | would not have opposed it if I had 
known that he was about to leave the city. 

i shall not ask the Senate to defer the consider- 
ation of these resolutions, or the bill which the 
committee reported, on account of my absence. 
I must necessarily be absent for a fortnight, and 
Tam perfectly willing that the bill and resolutions 
shall be taken up in my absence at any time that 
it may please the Committee on Naval Affairs 
and the Senator from Georgia to fix. I presume, 
however, that no definite disposition will be made 
ef the subject until! my return, which will be in 
about two weeks; and then I shall wish to give 
oy views on the subject, which I have not yet 

one. 

Mr. 1VERSON. My motion is to take up the 
resolutions, together with the bill—I have no ob- 
jection to including that—and make them the 
special order for Monday next, at half past twelve 
o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone the prior 
orders for the purpose of taking up the pension 
appropriation bill from the House. . 

ir. SEWARD. One o’clock is the time fixed 
for the special order. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand that the Senator 
from Vermont, who has the floor on that question, 
does not desire to speak to-day. 

Mr. SEWARD. But the Senator from Iowa, 

Mr. Haxwan,} who is a new member here, has 

en entitled to the floor, and has been desirous 

to speak on the same subject, for several weeks. 
it is his desire to go on now. 

Mr. HUNTER, This bill will probably not 
occupy ten minutes. 

Mr. SEWARD. We can take it up after the 
Senator from Towa has got through. 

The PRESIDENT. e question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to have some under- 
standing as to whether it will occupy time or not. 

Mr. HUNTER. It will not occupy more than 
tenor fifteen minutes. If it leads to any debate, 
1 shall be willing to allow it to go over. 

Mr.SEWARD. Very well. 


I wish to suggest to the Sen- | 


| 
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The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in 


the bill (H. R. No. 70) making appropriations for 


e to have it under- || the payment of invalid and other pensions of the 


| United States for the year ending June 30, 1857. 
| Mr. HUNTER. 


assed and sent to the House of Representatives, 
t is not necessary, therefore, to read it through. 


| The PRESIDENT. The reading of the bill 


; 


I understand that the Sen- || in detail will be dispensed with. 


| Mr.SLIDELL. Mr. President, several of the 
| widows of persons entitled to pensions arising 
| out of the privateer pension fund reside in Lou- 
| isiana; and my attention has been called to the 
| fact that there is no provision in this bill for the 

ayment of that class of pensions. I have a 
odes from the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
from the Secretary of the Interior, giving full 
| information in regard to the deficiency in this 
| item, which can be read. I can make some.ex- 


i 
| 
| 
i 
| 


|| planation in relation to the character of the propo- 


| sition [am about to submit. The letter of the 
| Secretary of the Interior only applies to the extent 
| of the appropriation saauliad Phe fund set apart 
| for the payment of a certain class of pensioners, 
| serving on board private armed vessels, has been 
|exhausted by being applied to cases not within 
| the scope of the law by which the fund was set 


‘|apart; and I have some amendments to offer 





. for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June of 


| which are intended to provide for the few of the 

| remaining individuals of that class now on the 
pension list. I think the amount is but about 

| $1,700 a year. I offer this amendment, to come 

in at the end of the first section of the bill: 

For paying pensions of invalids who were wounded on 


board of private armed vessels during the last war with 


Great Britain, in addition to the unexpended balance of | 


former appropriations for the same object, $1,357. 


I also propose the following, as an additional 
section: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That any moneys ap- 
propriated by the act of the 3lst of May, 1854, to supply 


that year, and by the second section of the act of the 28th 
of February, 1855, making appropriations for the payment 
of pensions, applicable to the payment of the pensions of 
invalids who were wounded on board of private armed 
vessels during the last war with Great Britain, not required 
under the provisions thereof, may be applied to the same 
purpose subsequent to the 30th of June, 1855; it being 
hereby provided that pensions to invalids thus wounded 
shall be paid from moneys in the treasury of the United 
States in the same manner upon appropriations made, or to 
be made, as other pensions for naval or military services, 


Mr. ADAMS. I understand these amendments 
are founded on recommendations of the Depart- 


ment? 
Mr. SLIDELL. Yes, sir. 


Mr. ADAMS. Then it is unnecessary to take 
up the time of the Senate in reading the letters to 
which the Senator from Louisiana alluded. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


I will make a simple state- 
ment, and then I am willing to submit the ques- 


tion without further remarks. The privateer pen- 


sion fund has been exhausted; it was exhausted 
in 1844. 


| residue of that appropriation which was not all 
| expended in that year. It is now for the Senate 
| to say whether they are willing to appropriate the 
‘residue of that appropriation, (which will be 
enough for the 

| 


and assume the obligation to pay these pensions 
hereafter. I think it would - 

to assume the obligation. If we choose to give 
the money, it is a pure gratuity. For myself, I 
am not willing to vote it. At any rate, I am not 
willing to vote for the section which gives them a 
legal right to demand it. 


The Senate may, per- 


the old appropriation which is unexpended, and 
which would cover these cases for one year. 


Mr. SLIDELL. One of the amendments pro- 


poses peere a transfer of a portion of the money 
appropriated b 
yet been expended. To that I understand the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance makes no 
objection. I propose to go further, and to dis- 
of this question for all time. I must be 
om to correct the statement made by my frien 
from Vangiors 


in relation to this fund having been 
exhauste 


Two years since the Committee on 


Finance, through the Senator from Maryland, 


| [Mr. Pearce,} one of its members, as its organ, 


: I will state that this is sub- | 
It may be || stantially the same bill with the one which we | 


About two years ago we made an ap- 
propriation to it for a single year. There is a 


eficiencies of that year,) or 
whether they will do that and also go further 


certainly wrong 


haps, think differently in regard to the balance of 


y a previous law, which has not 
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recommended the striking out of the provision ; 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | : 3 ee 


the pension oneepentee bill of that year, as jt 
came from the House, providing for this class of 
pensions, on the ground that the fund had been 
exhausted and the faith of the nation was not 
pledged to the payment of this debt. 

If there were no such fund in existence, I should 
advocate the payment of this class of pensioners, 
I think they are among the most meritorious of 
those who are on the rolls of the Pension Office: 
but they stand on a much higher ground than 
that. They are not now appealing to the bounty, 
but to the justice of the Government, to be paid 
out of a fund which has not been properly ex. 
hausted, and which was created for their special 
use. 

As I said before, the Committee on Finance 
reported this bill two years since, with an amend. 
ment striking out a prospective provision for the 
payment of these pensioners. It was debated jin 
the Senate, and the Senate, upon a statement made 
by the Senator from Maryland, adhered to the 
recommendation of the Committee on Finance, 
Afterwards, however, a reconsideration having 
been moved, and the question having been again 
examined by the Committee on Finance, they 
withdrew their objection to the proposition, and 
it passed with the general concurrence of the Sen- 
ate. At page 820 of the Congressional Globe, 
for the first session of the Thirty-Third Congress, 
I find a statement made by the Senator from Mary- 
land; and as it is very short I will read it to the 
Senate, so that the whole matter may be under- 
stood. It oapleen the whole subject much more 
briefly than I can possibly do. 

The Senator from Maryland then said: 

**In regard to that ameniment which reduced the sum 
appropriated to privateer pensions, I wish to make a brief 
statement to the Senate, and state the reasons why! shall 
take a different course from that which I pursued the day 
before yesterday. All the statements which I made to the 
Senate then were, as I find, perfectly correct. I find that 
the fund was exhausted by’the application, first of the in- 
terest and then of the principal. It was safely invested, 
and not a dollar of it was lost by bad investments. On the 
contrary, the fund was absolutely increased by the amount 
of $8,000, when the stocks in which it was invested were 
sold out. 

‘¢ But, sir, the fand was diminished by the action of Con- 
gress in a particular which, Iam inclined to think, leaves 
an equitable claim on the part of these pensioners against 
the Government. ‘The original acts pledged this fund to the 
payment of invalid privateer pensions, and pensions to the 
widows of those who were slain in the engagements of the 
privateers. Such were the pensions provided for by the act 
of 1814. By the act of 1818, I find that Congress added a new 
class of pensions, to wit: the widows of those who died 
by casualties during the period of their services. This was 
not contemplated by the original acts. 

*¢ On looking at the papers which have been sent to me 
since the debate, I perceive that the proper pensions have 
amounted in all to not more than $5,900in any year; when 
by the act of 1818, which extended them to the widows of 
those who died of casualties, the Government paid in one 


year $19,000. This difference continued for a considerable 
length of time. 


‘* The privateer pensions paid to invalids decreased rap- 
idly ; so that, in 1828, they amounted to only $2,850. They 
had never been more than about $5,900. The pensions to 
widows amounted to over $8,000 in 1817, and ran up, in 
1820, to $19,471; so that it appears that it was the new class 
of pensions, introduced contrary to the pledge of the ori- 
ginal act, which diminished and finally exhausted the fund. 

“Under these circumstances, [I give up the objection 
which I had to the original appropriation as it eame from 
the House. I believe it is equitable in the Government to 
make good to the invalids the pensions which they would 
have continued to receive, but for our own legislation. I 
hope, therefore, the Senate will not concur in the amend- 
ment made as in Committee of the Whole.” 

This was the action of the Finance Committee 
only two years since. Itis perfectly evident that 
this fund has been squandered by the Govern- 
ment, and appropriated to the payment of pen- 
sions for which it was not created. These men 
have, as I believe, not only an equitable, but a 
just legal right to the payment of their pensions. 

wish the letter of the Secretary of the Interior 
to be read. It shows that it is a very small mat- 
ter—not more than $1,700 a year. ; 

Several Senators. It is not necessary to read it. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is not my purpose to pro- 
tract this discussion; but I will say: that the 
statement which I made in regard to the privateer 

nsion fund was founded on a letter from Mr. 
f P. Waldo, Commissioner of Pensions, writ- 
ten in 1853. He made the statement that the 
privateer fund was then exhausted. I will read 
an extract from it: 


“¢ By reference to the account of the receipts =i oth 
ivateer 
$74 07, 


itures of the United States for the fiscal 
of June, 1844, page 253, it will be seen the 
pension fuud was then reduced to a balance 
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This date, therefore, may be assumed as that ot the exhaus- 
tion of the fund. The appropriations for invalid privateer 

nsions were continued until August 17, 1850, by the act 
of which date $3,000 were granted for their payment to the 
30th of June, 1851, inclusive. No provision has been made 
for the widows subsequent to that given by the act of 1834.” 

«The dates of the commencement Of privateer pensions, 
whether of invalids or widows, were not defined, but regu- 
jated, as in the case of navy pensions, according to the 
completion of the proof, the decease of the husband, and 
upon renwal by the termination of former pensions. 

“Tt cannot, therefore, except in general terms, be stated 
when the widow’s pensions ceased ; but, asthe act of June 
19, 1834, renewed them for five years, they may be assumed 
to have ceased at the end of the fiscal year, 30th June, 
1839.”? 

Whether the extension of these pensions to 
widows of privateersmen creates the equitable 
consideration on which the Senator from Louisi- 
ana rests, will be for the Senate to determine. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to say a word in 
corroboration of what the Senator from Louisi- 
ana has stated. I think the provision which he 
has offered should be incorporated into the law 
precisely in the terms in which he has presented 
it. L recollect very well the time, when two years 
since the Committee on Finance proposed to 
strike out a clause in the bill of that year, which 
proposed to make an appropriation for this class 
of pensions; and I remember distinctly that the 
information which was elicited from the Depart- 
ment, came out on my call—I believe the com- 
mittee wrote for it, but it was at the instance of 
an investigation which | had made. 

Now, sir, what the Senator from Louisiana has 
stated is true, and the letter of the Commissioner 
of Pensions, which I hold in my hand, shows 
that itis true. The Senator from Virginia has 
read a clause from this letter to show that the 
fund was®xhausted in 1844; but the same letter, 
taken altogether, corroborates all the statements 
which have been made by the Senator from 
Louisiana. By the act of 1814, it was provided 
that two per cent. of every prize taken by priva- 
teersmen should constitute a fund, out of which 
should be paid a pension to those who were 
wounded in that service. The fund paid all that 
class of pensioners and actually left a balance; but 
by the act of 1818 Congress, after having made a 
contract by the law of 1814, placed another class 
of pensions on that fund, and thus exhausted it. 
Having by a provision of law taken from this 

fund money which you had stipulated should be 
used to pay these persons, you now make an an- 
nual appropriation every year; but is it better to 
take the amendment of the Senator from Louisi- 
ana, because it makes a permanent law what 
ought to be permanently done, and will prevent 
this question arising every year. 

Mr. STUART. I ad | to make an inquiry of 
the Senator from Maine, if he can answer it. 
What is the present condition of the pension fand 
provided for by the act of 1818, for the widows 
of those who were killed or died in this service. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There is no fund for that 
class of cases. 

Mr. STUART. But what is the present con- 
dition of the pensioners? Are they drawing their 
pensions or not? 

Mr. HAMLIN. They are not; but this amend- 
ment is to give pensions to all those entitled out 
of the fund, as well as those not entitled to be 

- out of this fund, but who are paid from the 
reasury. 

Me. STUART. This subject, as the Senator 
from Virginia says,—— 

Mr. SEWARD. I believe I must call for the 
special order. 

Mr. HUNTER. I promised to allow this sub- 
ject to go over if it gave rise to debate; but the 

enator from Michigan is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STUART. I have no disposition to delay 
the vote. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator from Michi- 
gan permit me to make a statement? 

Mr. STUART. Certainly. 


Mr. SLIDELL. This provision does not ap- 
ply to widows. It simply applies to that class 


who were entitled to pensions from the original 
fund. 


Mr. STUART. So I understood; but I was 
about to make a statement, and then to yield the 
floor to the Senator from New York, if he wishes 


it. : 
Mr. SEWARD. If there be no further de- 


bate, I will not make my motion. 


THE CO 











Mr. HUNTER. I think we are ready to vote. 

Mr. SEWARD. Very well. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to state, in two min- 

| utes, my objection to this amendment. 

| Mr.SEWARD. The honorable Senator can 
0 on. 

Mr. STUART. Ido not wish to be tedious, 
but [ wish to state my objection to this amend- 
ment. I will yield the floor to the Senator from 
New York, if he wishes to make his motion. 

Mr. SEWARD. My honorable friend from 
Towa will, I expect, detain the Senate for two 
hours, and I think we ought to take up the sub- 
ject on which he proposes to speak. 

Mr. HUNTER. [If this bill shall occupy more 
| than ten minutes longer, I will yield. 

Mr. SEWARD. Very well. 
Mr. STUART I shall not take two minutes. 
| This amendment is claimed under a contract, said 
| to have been made by the Government with these 
| persons, that it would pay a certain amount out 
| of this fund, in the shape of invalid pensions. In 
the first place, I do not think it is fair to charac- 
terize that asa contract. It is simply a law of 
Congress declaring that a certain thing should be 
| done. In the next place, it seems to me ver 
| clear that the widows of those who were killed, 
| or who died in the privateer service, were better 
entitled to a pension than the invalid survivors, 
| if there is to be a question raised between the two. 
The complaint is that Congress has committed a 
great wrong in bringing into the list of pension- 
ers, to be paid out of this fund, the widows of 
those who were killed, or who died in the service. 
| That is the reason upon which this amendment 
is based. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Senator from Michigan 
is in error; and I hope he will permit me to cor- 
rect him. 

Mr. STUART. Certainly. 

Mr. SLIDELL. This pension fund was pro- 
vided for the payment of pensions to certain pri- 
vateersmen, and to the widows of those who were 
killed in the service. That was the original ap- 
plication of the fund, and that is the object which 
it is now intended to continue. The fund has 
been used for the payment of pensions to the 
widows of those who died from casualties—an- 
other class of cases altogether different from the 
original beneficiaries of the fund. In consequence 
of this, it is now necessary to appropriate money 
to pay the pensions of those for whom the fund 
was originally provided, and for which it would 
be sufficient if it had not been squandered and 
appropriated for a different purpose than was in- 
tended by the original law. My object is to pa 
the pensions of those properly entitled to the fund, 
and none others. 

I will state further, that the creation of the fund 
was not an act of bounty on the part of the Gov- 
ernment. ‘The two percent. reserved was taken 
out of the prize money to which the crews of 
privateersmen were entitled; under any other 
system they would have been entitled to one half. 
‘The two per cent. was applied to the special pur- 
pose of creating a fund for paying these pensions 
out of their own moncy. The Government of 
the United States undertook to administer the 
fund. It is a trust fund, quite as sacred as any 
trust of any character could be. I can imagine 
nothing more so. 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President 

Mr. CLAYTON. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to interrupt him for one moment? 

Mr. STUART. Certainly. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The special order for to- 
day was postponed under the idea that there was 
to be no debate on this bill. I perceive that a 
young member, recently come into the Senate, is 
prepared to address the body on the spécial or- 
der. I think, as one of the older members, that 
I have a right to ask that this bill be informally 
— over, in order that that gentleman may 

ave an opportunity to speak, as he is prepared 
to go on, upon the special order of the day. 

Mr. HUNTER. [t was agreed that we should 
have ten minutes for this bill, and but five min- 
utes of that time have expired. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Ido not think it right to 
keep the gentleman in this position. 

Mr. UART. So far as I am concerned, I 
will allow the vote to be taken now. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I have no objection if the 
vote be now taken. 
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_ The PRESIDENT. The question is on agree- 
ing to the amendments of the Senator from Louis- 
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' jana. 


Mr. HUNTER. Let the question be taken 


separately. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 


I understand that the chair- 


man of the Committee on Finance makes no ob- 


| jection to the first amendment. 


The amendments were agreed to. 


The bill 


was reported to the Senate as amended, and the 
| amendments made as in Committee of the Whole 


| were concurred in. 


The amendments were or- 

dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read the 

time; and it was read the third time and passed. 
COLONEL WILLIAM LINN. 

Mr. EVANS. Before the Senate proceeds to 

the consideration of the order of the day, I ask 


| that the bill which has been returned from the 


} 
| 
} 
j 
| 
| 
| 
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| 


| 
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House of Representatives for the relief of the 
distributees of Colonel William Linn be takea 
up. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS. The House of Representa- 
tives made certain amendments, which have been 


| submitted to the Committee on Revolutionary 


Claims, and, by the direction of that committee, 
I move that the amendments be concurred in. 

The amendments of the House are to insert 
the words, 

“upon giving satisfactory security to the said accounting 
Officers ;”? 

So that the bill will read: 

“The money to be paid to Mrs. Elizabeth A. R. Linn, 
upon giving satisfactory security to the said accountin 
officers, to be by her distributed according to the laws of 
the State of Missouri.” 

And to add at the end of the bill the following: 


Provided, That the sum hereby directed to be paid shall 
be in full of all claims of the descendants or representatives 
of said Colonel William Linn, under any laws ofthe United 
States now or heretofore in force.” 


The amendments were concurred in. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 172) 
to authorize the people of the Territory of Kansas 
to form a constitution and State government pre- 
paratory to their admission into the Union, when 
they have the requisite population. 


Mr. FOOT. It is understood that my colleague 
has the floor on this bill; but he has already in- 
timated to the Senate his inability to proceed to- 


day. It is proposed, I understand, that the Sen- 
ator from Iowa shall proceed with the discussion 
of the bill at this time; to which there will be no 
objection, I presume, provided it be understood 
by common consent that my colleague does not 
lose his privilege in this debate, as the minority 
of the Committee on Territories, and the author 
of the minority report. It would hardly be right 
to postpone him to a general discussion of the 
bill. It is understood that he does not lose his 
precedence in the debate ? 

Several Senators. Of course not. 

Mr. FOOT. With that understanding I will 
interpose no objection. 

Mr. HARLAN spoke for two hours in relation 
to the affairs of Kansas, and the power of Con- 
gress over the Territories. His speech will be | 
published in the Appendix. 

Mr. BUTLER. i was not present during the 

reater portion of the remarks of the Senator 
From Iowa, but I am told that he has referred to 
something which I said; and, therefore, as I do 
not presume that he wished to misrepresent me, 
I desire him to state what he said in regard to 
myself. 
fr. HARLAN. Mr. President, I do not wish 
to be misunderstood myself, nor have I any desire 
to misrepresent any gentleman on this floor, mach 
less a gentleman of the ability and position, as a 
member of this body, which the Senator from 
South Carolina holds. 1 understood him, in the 
remarks which he delivered some time since to 
the Senate on this question, to say that, if the 
States of the Union could not enjoy equality in 
the territorial legislation of this Government, he 
would advise the rat of his State, South Car- 
olivia, to go out of the Union. He said, on that 
point, he wished his words to be understood, for 
they were meesured. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire the Senator to read 

my remarks, and then probably he will be able 
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to understand them. I have a copy of my speech 
before me, and I ask him to read the remarks to 
which he alludes. 
Mr. HARLAN. 
printed speech: 
«Mr. President, I shall not pursue this subject further. 


I have reviewed what has been said, so far as [ thought 
proper to allude to it, and now I conclude with this remark— 


that if we are to be drifting in this way into a dissolution of | 


the Union, I would rather that it should be dissolved to- 
morrow—I wish my words measured—in preference to 
living in a Union witbout the protection of a Constitution 
which gives me an equality. I should tell my people so 
to-morrow. Yes, sir, the moment you say this Union is 
not under the control, and the influence, and the operative 
influence of the Constitution of the country, I say to South 
Carolina, ‘Go out of the Union. and make arrangements 
with others to form such a government as you can live in 
with honor and dignity.’ ” 


I leave to Senators whether I misrepresented 
the gentleman from South Carolina or not. 
Mr. BUTLER. Sir, I ~~ now, calmly, that 


when a northern oe shall acquire such a 


contre over the legislation of this country as to || 


disfranchise the slaveholding States in any re- 
spect in which they have an equality under the 


Constitution of the country, I will not agree to | 


. . ¥ 
live under this Government when the Union can 


survive the Constitution. That is my sentiment. || 


I read from the Senator’s | 





I am nota slave to submit myself to legislation | 


controlled by mere discretion. 


Mr. President, if | 


George Washington and Benjamin Franklin, and | 


the wisest men whoever lived, were to come here 
and attempt to legislate under the dictates of mere 


discretion, and should do me an injustice, | would || my condition. 


be a craven and a traitor to the ane of 
Magna Charta—to everything which | have 

from the highest sources of history—if I could 
submit to any measure that would place my 
children the ninety-nine hundredth part of an 
inch beneath the children of the Senator from 
lowa. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Ido not wish to 
interfere in this matter, but I will state what I 
understood the Senator from Iowa to say. 

Mr. BUTLER. I did not hear his remark; I 
was not here when he made it. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The Senator from 
lowa took the distinct ground, that the interpre- 
tation of the views of the gentleman from South 
Carolina was, that the ‘‘ equality’’ of which he 
spoke consisted in the citizens of the southern 
States having the right, during the whole period 
of territorial governments in the Territories, to 
go there with their slaves before a State constitu- 
tion was formed. I understood the Senator from 
fowa to say, that the Senator from South Caro- 
lina had denied that the people of the Territory 
of Kansas under their organic law could exclude 
slavery if they should think proper at the com- 


mencement of their territorial government, but. 


must admit slavery until the Territory shall be 
admitted into the Union with a State constitution. 
That is what I understood him to say. 

Mr. BUTLER. Thisis rather an ambulatory 
kind of issue. I cannot find out what is the 
meaning of the Senator. 

Mr. HARLAN. I will state to the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina what I said. The 
honorable Senator from Tennessee has fairly pre- 
sented the argument; but my view was based on 
the sthtement of the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina,and the Lonorable Senator from Georgia, 
{[Mr. Toomss.}] It was argumentative merelyt I[ 
quoted, as nearly as I could remember, the sub- 
stance of the remarks of the Senator from South 
Carolina; and then I interpreted the meaning of 
his phraseology by quoting from the speech of 
the Senator from Gectgia. 

Mr. HALE. That is it, exactly. 

Mr. BUTLER. Well, sir; I want no copartner- 
ship with anybody in making speeches, [Laugh- 
ter.] Ifthe Senator from Iowa were on the tripod 
to-morrow, at the Delphic oracle, I would not take 
his interpretation of my speech. He ) x lace 
a Pythia there, and instruct her, and Philipise 
her, if he chose, but I would not take his inter- 
pretation. Why, sir, I avoided that very ques- 
tion in regard to the powers of the territorial 
government. He cannot find aword in my speech 
upon that question. The potential faculty of a 
territorial government is one over which I should 
exercise a wy delicate control. I never con- 
tended that I desired a law to carry slavery into 
any Techieys and I never wanted a law to ex- 
clude it. All thatI have contended for is, that 


earned | 


| 
| 
| 








| the common domain of this Government, acquired 
by the common blood and treasure of all parts 
of the United States, shall be just as free to one 
class of citizens as to another. When the people 
what may be called the maturity of their terr- 
torial existence—a State government—I say much 
| is to be pardoned to the opinion which prevails 
at the time. But, sir, if an insulting interference 
were to be made by a majority of Congress, or 


| holder on the broad ground that he was unworthy 
do you suppose I would stay in the Union—if I 
could get out of it? 

That is the true doctrine. I do not wish to live 
under this Government when the Constitution 

rishes. I believe the gentleman is or has been 
inthe church. [Mr. Haran: Yes, sir.] I have 
| Very great respect for the church, and for the 
| Senator; but I fear he contends that, while the 
letter killeth, the spirit cannot give life. [Laugh- 


ter. 

ide. COLLAMER. I move that the further 
consideration of the bill before the Senate be post- 
poned to, and made the special order of the day 
for, Tuesday next. 

Mr. STUART. Will it not suit the conveni- 
ence of the Senator from Vermont to fix this da 


week? I suggest that day, after consultation wit 
other Senators. 


Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator can perceive 
I do not know that I shall be able 
to speak on Tuesday. On that day, I may be 





count of the condition of my health. If the Sen- 
ate prefer to name Wednesday or Thursday, I 
shall not object. 

Mr.CASS and Mr.STUART. Say Thursday. 
one COLLAMER. I have no objection to 
that. 

Mr. SEWARD. Before a day is fixed upon 
for the postponement of this iain, I desire to 
have, if possible, some understanding as to the 
course Pty the discussion shall take when it 
shall be resumed. What was a speculative de- 
bate in the beginning, has now become a practi- 
cal one by reason of the bill introduced i. the 
| Committee on Territories; and the substitute 
which I have presented, which is based on the 
application of the new State of Kansas for ad- 
mission into the Union. On that question, I 
desire myself to address the Senate at some con- 
venient time; but I have supposed there were one 
or two bills of general importance in regard to 
the business of the country, in an unfinished con- 
dition, which it was desirable to dispose of as 
soon as possible ; and I suggest that after they shall 
be disposed of, the disposition of the Senate ought 
to be to ailow this debate to be resumed and con- 
sidered consecutively, instead of discursively and 
occasionally. Having this object in view, I beg 
leave to ask whether there is any Senator on the 
opposite side of this question to myself, who de- 
sires to follow the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. GEYER. It will be readily understood 
that, as the sole Senator from the State of Mis- 
souri, it will be expected that I should take some 
part in this debate. It has been my desire to 
follow the honorable gentleman from Vermont. 

Mr. SEWARD. ThenI expect that the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri will be entitled to 
the floor; and if there be no objection, I shallen- 
deavor to follow him. 

Mr. STUART. Lunderstand that the Senator 
from Vermont does not object to the postpone- 
ment of this question until Thursday next. If 
that course be pursued, it will afford us an oppor- 
tunity of disposing of other pressing business. I 
move, therefore, that the further consideration of 
this bill be postponed till Thursday next, and be 
made the special order for that day at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator from Vermont in- 
forms me, that there are additional documents in 
some of the Departments in relation to affairs in 
Kansas, including further minutes of the exec- 
utive council of the Territory, which we have 
not received, and also the census returns. For 
the purpose of obtaining those documents, I offer 
the following resalution; and I ask for its consid- 
eration at the present time: 

Resol That the President be requested to communi- 
cate any tional documents in his possession, or the pos- 








of a Territory are in the process of approaching | 


such an interference as would exclude a siave- | 


of equality with a non-slaveholding a 


obliged to ask the Senate for further delay on ac- | 
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session of either of the Departments, relating to the condi- 


tion of affairs in Kansas Territory, including the legislative 
journals, executive minutes, and the returns of any censug 
which may have been taken. 

Mr. WELLER. I would inquire whether thig 
information has been received at the Department 
since the last call of the Senate was answered ? 

Mr. COLLAMER. Yes, sir. It will be recol- 
lected, that when the President of the United 
States sent us his message on this question, ona 
former occasion, he sent only the minutes of the 
executive council of the Territory, which had 
been received up to that date; but I have since 
understood that additional minutes have been sent, 
Those which we have received reach only to Jan- 
uary, 1855; but we wish to obtain them down to 
July, 1855, up to which time they have now been 
received atthe State Department, I saw a portion 
of them on Friday or taousday last. The chief 
clerk showed me what had been received, includ- 
ing the census returns; and I understood him to 
say that the documents would be sent to the 
Senate on Monday last, without any resolution 
of inquiry being offered. They have not been 
received, however, and therefore this resolution 
becomes necessary. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


MINT REPORT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Seere- 
tary, transmitting a report of the operations of the 
its branches, 
including the assay office, for the year 1855. 

On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the message 
was ordered to be printed; and a motion by him 
to print one thousand additional copjes of the 
report, five hundred for the use of the director 
of the Mint, was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business; and 
after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened and the Senate adjourned to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspay, March 27, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry C. Dean, Chaplain to the Senate. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated that the first business 
in order was the consideration of the bill reported 
from the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
relating to suffrage. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that that body had passed the deficiency 
bill with sundry amendments, and asking its con- 
currence therein. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to a 
uestion of privilege. I wish to submit a report 
rom the Committee of Elections. 

DIPLOMATIC SERVICE. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I wish to offer a resolu- 
tion for reference merely, and I trust that the 
ans aoa from Maine will withhold his privi- 
eged question until I have done so. — 

Ml . WASHBURN. I yield forthat purpose. 


The Clerk read Mr. Favu_xner’s resolution, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing so 
much of the act approved March Ist, 1855, as requires that 
all the diplomatic agents of the United States, set forth in 
the Ist section of said act, shall be of the grade of envoys 
extraordinary and ministers eee neopeeps Also, to in- 
quire into the expediency of repealing so much of the 12th 
section of said act as prohibits the consuls and commercial 
agents of the United States from making any charge of fees 
for certificates of passports. Also, that they inquire into 
the expediency of so amending said act as to authorize an 
additional secretary of legation for each of the missions 
to London, Paris, and Mexico. Also, to inquire into the 
expediency of ing such other changes and modifica- 
tions of said act as they may deem proper; and that the 
said committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


There was no objection to the introduction of 


the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand a di- 
vision on the adoption of the resolution, to ascer- 
tain whether there is a quorum present to do 


business. 
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The question was puf; and on a division there 
were—ayes forty-eight. 

Mr. FAULKNER. This is only a resolution | 
of inquiry addressed to the Committee on For- | 
eign Relations. 

‘Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The point made by 
the gentleman from Tennessee is, that there is no 
quorum present. If that be the fact, we ought 
to know it; and I therefore move that there be a | 
call of the House. 

Mr. JONES. My object was to ascertain 
whether there was here a competent House to 
do business. If we act now on unimportant 
questions without a quorum, we may, after a | 
while, get to questions of great moment with the | 
same want of a competent House. d 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for tellers 
on the motion that there be a call of the House. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sarr and 
GoopE were appointed. 

The question was taken on the motion, and it | 
was decided in the negative—the tellers having | 
reported—ayes 40, noes 79. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Fautx- | 
NER’s resolution, and it was adopted. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 


. . if 
munication from the Treasury Department, trans- | 


mitting the estimates by the Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory of Nebraska, under the direction of the | 
Governor, of appropriations desired by that Ter- 
ritory; which were referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 

On motion by Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, the 
deficienc# bill and the amendments of the Senate 
thereto, were taken from the Speaker’s table} and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


INTRODUCTION OF A BILL. 


Mr. CUMBACK, in pursuance of previous 
notice, and by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill to amend an act entitled ‘* Anact to graduate 
and reduce the price of the public lands to actual 
settlers and cultivators;’’ which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


RESOLUTIONS OF NEW JERSEY. 


Mr. CLAWSON presented joint resolutions | 
of the Legislature of New Jersey relative to a | 
breakwater at Cape May, and others relative to 
the improvement of the harbor at Absecom; 
which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

RED RIVER RAFT. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I ask leave to introduce a 
bill, of which I have given previous notice. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I hope the gentleman will 
not press the demand for the regular order of 
business, until I have introduced and had referred 


a bill, of which I have given previous notice. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
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mittee of Elections, in obedience to the resolution | 
of the House of the 17th instant, directing them | 
to report ** what action has been had by the said 
committee in the contested-election case of Archer 
vs. Allen, from the seventh congressional district | 
in the State of Illinois,’? submitted a report in 


writing; which was laid upon the table, and | 
ordered to be printed. 


ENGRAVING OF MAPS. 
Mr. KELSEY, from the Committee on En- | 


graving, to which was recommitted a resolution 
reported to the House of Representatives by said | 
committee onthe 12th of March instant, in regard 
to maps, charts, and drawings, annexed to docu- 
ments accompanying the President’s message, 
submitted a report, accompanied by the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, cogsidered, and i] 
agreed to: i] 
Resolved, That the usual number of the maps, charts, 1] 
and drawings, annexed to the documents accompanyin 
the President’s message be printed, under the direction o 
the Committee on Engraving, for the use of this House: 
Provided, That the expense of such printing shal! not ex- 
ceed the sum of $1,112. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message in writing was received from the || 
President of the United States, by Smney Wes- || 
sTER, his Private Secretary. | 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on || 
Enrolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a || 
bill for the relief of the distributees of Colonel | 
William Linn; when the Speaker signed the || 
same. | 
Mr. PIKE, from the same committee, reported 
as correctly enrolled an act relating to punish- | 
ment in the penitentiary; when the Speaker signed || 
the same. 


SUFFRAGE IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I call for the regular order | 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House is the consideration of the bill reported 
by the Committee for the District of Columbia, | 
defining the rights of voters, and the duties of 
commissioners of elections, in the city of Wash- 
ington, and for other purposes. The gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Goope} moved the previous 
question. Pending that question, which was 
negatived, the gentleman from Massachusetts | 
(Mr. ee moves to reconsider the vote | 
whereby the House seconded the call for the 
previous question. The Chair entertaining that 
motion as in order, the gentleman from South | 
Carolina [Mr. Orr] appeals from the decision of | 
the Chair; and the question is, ** Shall the decis- 
ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
House ?”’ 

Mr. ORR. Mr. Speaker, the decision of the 
Chair is in opposition to what I conceive, to be | 
the uniform practice of the House; and as the 
present decision is likely to become a precedent, 
at least for the present Congress, I ask that the 
yeas and nays may be taken on the question. 

Mr. TRIPPE. ‘I rise to a question of order. 





| 








is the report from the Committee of Elections, 
which is a question of privilege. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I make no objection to the 
bill of the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. SANDIDGE introduced a bill appropri- 
atimg a sum of money for the completion of the 
improvements in the raft region of Red river; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


BILL REPORTED BACK. 


Mr. TODD, by unanimous consent, reported 
back from the Committee on Indian Affairs, a 
bill authorizing the settlement of the account of 
Charles P. Babcock, late Indian agent at Detroit, 
‘n the State of Michigan; which was referred toa 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. KELSEY. I desire to present a report 
from the Committee on Engraving. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
{Mr. Wasusourn,] desires to presenta report from 
the Committee of Elections, which will take pre- 
cedence of a report from the Committee on En- 
graving. 

ILLINOIS CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, from the Com- 





Is the call for the yeas and nays on this question 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. The call is in order. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BOYCE. I beg leave to asi the Chair || 
what are the precedents on this point of order? || 
Are there any previous decisions ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has referred to | 
one decision, which is the only one noticed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I wish to inquire 
what will be the condition of the bill if the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts withdraws the motion 
which he made to reconsider ? 

The SPEAKER. The question would then 
arise, ‘‘ Shall the main question be now put?” 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I hope the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts will withdraw that mo- 
tion. 

Mr. CHAFFEE declined to withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

The question then being, “‘ Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as shbiedgment of the’House?”’ 
it was taken; and decided in the affirmative—yeas | 
106, nays 42; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Barbour, Hendley 8. Ben- | 
ae Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bowie, Bradshaw, Broom, | 








Buffinton, Burlingame, James’ H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Carlile, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, 


LOBE. 
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Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Craige, Cumback, Damrell, Henry 
Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dur- 
fee, Edwards, Emrie, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Gid- 
dings, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harria, 
Hotfman, Thomas R. Horton, Hughston, Kelsey, Kennett, 
King, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Mace, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Moore, Morgan, Mott, Nich- 
ols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pen- 
nington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Quit- 
man, Ready, Rieaud, Robbins, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Seward, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, Spin- 
ner, Stanton, Tappan, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Under- 
wood, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Elihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Whitney, Winslow, 
Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barclay, Branch, Brooks, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader. John P. Campbell, Caskie, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Dowdell, Ether- 
idge, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Houston, George W. Jones, 
Keitt, Letcher, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Meacham, Smith 
Miller, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Ritchie, Ruffin, Savage, 
Shorter, Stewart, Talbott, and Warner—A2. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. COLFAX stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Ga.toway, had paired off for the day with Mr. 
SANDIDGE. 

Mr. SHORTER stated that Mr. Taytor had 
paired off with Mr. Tuorineron until the Qist 
day of April next. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The question now 
recurs, Mr. Speaker, on the motion to reconsider 
the vote seconding the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

Mr. COBB. On that question I ask for the 
yeas and — 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I ask the Chair 
whether the motion to reconsider is not a debat- 
able question, and whether, under that motion, 
we cannot debate the amendment to the bill ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not 
a debatable question. The motion to reconsider 
must follow the character of the subject to be re- 
considered. Inasmuch as that is the question of 
seconding the call for the previous question, and 
not debatable, the motion to reconsider cannot 
be debated. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Ido not wish to trespass 
on the rules of the House at all, and J shall try, 
in the discussion of this question, to confine my- 


- 


self 

Mr. COBB, (interrupting.) I understood the 
Chair to decide that the question was not de- 
batable. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I understood the decision 
of the Chair to be, that the suggestions which 
should be made under the motion to reconsider 
must be of matter germane to the subject which 
it is proposed to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
seconding the previous question is not a debat- 
able subject; and, therefore, that a motion to re- 
consider the action of the House on that second- 
ing must follow the character of the original ques- 
tion, and cannot be debgted in any form. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I do not see any reason 
why it should not be debatable. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I now submit, for 
the consideration of the Speaker, the question, 
whether the yeas and nays can be ordered on the 





| motion to reconsider, when they cannot be raised 


on the ogginal motion? You are now reconsjd- 
ering the vote by which the previous question 
was seconded. Can you have the yeas and nays 
on a second to the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide the 

uestion raised by the gentleman from Georgia. 
it is a general parliamentary rule that the motion 
to reconsider the action of the House shall follow 
the character of the action itself. The Chair un- 
derstands it is the practice of the iowse not to take 
the yeas and nayson the matter of seconding the 
call for the previous question. If that be out of 
the power of the House, the motion to reconsider 
the action of the House on the question of sec- 
onding cannot be taken by yeas and nays; but, 
inasmuch as the gentleman from Georgia pre- 
sents the second question, and the first question 
is not presented to the House, the Chair will, 
unless objection be taken, allow the question to be 
decided by yeas and nays. 

Mr. COBB. Then I understand that I am not 
entitled to the yeasand nays, save by the courtesy 
of the House. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I object to these interroga- 
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tories. I object to their occupying the time of | 


the House. . ; 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
Chair did not decide whether the yeas and nays 


vious question. The Chair makes no decision 
on that point, The gentleman from Georgia calls | 


for the yeas and nays on the question of recon- 
sidering the action of the House in seconding the 
call for the previous question. No objection being 
made, and no question of order being raised, the 
Chair has allowed the 


eas and nays to be de- | 


manded, and the House has seconded the call for | 


the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KEITT. I object. 
of order, 

* Mr. SNEED. I objected some time ago. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair did not under- 
stand the gentleman from Tennessee as objecting. 

Mr. SNEED. Well, I object now. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is too late for the gentle- 
man to object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order raised by the gentleman from Alabama, 
that the ate of the gentleman from Tennes- 
Bee 18 too fate. 

Mr. PHELPS. I submit a motion to lay the | 
motion to reconsider on the table; and on that | 
call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KEITT. Now I object. 

Mr. HAVEN Would that motion carry the | 
whole subject with it and lay it on the table? 

The SPEAKER. It carries to the table the 
question of reconsideration. 

Mr. KEITT. 
the motion made by the gentleman from Mis- | 
souri. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no difficulty | 
in deciding that the yeas and nays may be taken | 
on the motion to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Then I understand | 
the decision of the Chair to be, that the question | 
on the motion to lay on the table can be taken by | 
yeas and nays, and that on the motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the previous question | 


I raise the question 


wan seconded, the yeas and nays would not be in | 
order, 

' The SPEAKER. The Chair has not decided | 
that. 
Mr. COBB. And the Chair has not decided | 
whether or not the yeas and nays are in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object to these interroga- | 
tories. If the gentleman wants information, let | 
him refer to the books. 

Mr. COBB. I will never go to that source | 
{[Mr. Gippings] for information on any subject. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I withdraw the motion to lay 
on the table, 

Mr. MACE. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the yeas and nays were ordered on the mo- 
tion te reconsider, 

Mr. LETCHER. Now, I move to lay+that 
motion on the table, 

Mr. PHELPS. [submit a point of order, I 
understand that the gentleman from Indiana has 
submitted a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the yeas and nays were ordered; I make 
the point of order that the motion is notin order 
betause one fifth of a quorum may order the 
yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide the 
question of order as it is raised 

Mr. MACE, (interrupting.) I withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. GROW. Does the motion to lay on the 
table the motion to reconsider dispose of the 
questions of order? 

The SPEAKER. 
to reconsider. 

Mr. GROW. Then I make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania is, that the motion to 
reconsider, made by the gentleman from Massa- 
ehusetts, (Mr. Cuarrsr,) be laid on the table. 
In answer to inquiries, the Chair understands that 
thet takes with it the subjects that have arisen 
from that question. _ 

_Mr. SEWARD. I understand that the ques- 
tion now pending is upon the motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the House ordered the 
yeas and nays. The confusion around mie is so 








It carries with it the motion 


I raise a question of order on || 


great that I could not well understand the state- 


|| ment of the Chair. 
The | 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- 


j sachusetts [Mr. Cuarree] moved to reconsider 
can be ordered on seconding the call for the pre- | 


the vote by which the demand for the previous 
—— was seconded. The gentleman from 

ennsylvania moves to lay that motion upon the 
table. ‘The question is upon that motion. 

Mr. GROW. I thought a motion of the gen- 
'tleman from Georgia (Mr. Coss] was pending. 
| The gentleman made a motion to reconsider, as 
[ understood him, and I thought I was moving to 
lay that motion on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia to have 
been withdrawn. 

Mr. SEWARD. I want to know by what 
means the fléor has been taken away from me? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia 
was not entitled to the floor. The gentleman 
put a question to the Chair, to which the Chair 


|| responded. 





Mr. SEWARD. Well, sir, I will put this 
uestion to the Chair. The motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the demand for the previous 
question wasseconded has been made, and another 
motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table has been made. Now, I want to know if 
the motion to reconsider is laid on the table, and 
the House refuses to order the main question, in 
what condition the House will find itself? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will answer the 
interrogatory of the gentleman, if the circum- 


] stances which he supposes may happen shall 


arise. The Chaircannot anticipate the action of 
the House. The question is upon the motion of 


|| the gentleman from Pennsylvania to lay on the 


table the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. GROW. If my motion is to lay on the 
table the motion of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Cuarree,] I will withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER. That is the motion. 

Mr. GROW. I thought there was a motion 
of the gentleman from Georgia still paaeeng I 
withdraw the motion to lay on the table. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 


|| rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. , 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not now in 
order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table, and upon that I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WALKER. There has been so much con- 
fusion around me that it is impossible to under- 
stand the question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state it. The 
business before the House stands in this form. 
The House, by its action in the session of yester- 
day, seconded the call for the previous question. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cuar- 
FEE} moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
call for the previous question was seconded; upon 
which the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Coss] 
demanded the yeas and nays. The gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer] now moves to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table, and demands 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SNEED. If it be in order, I object to 
the yeas and nays being ordered upon the mo- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order for the House 
to refuse the yeas and nays; but not in order for 
the gentleman to object. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr, Lercner’s 
motion; and resulted—yeas 82, nays 81; as fol- 
lows: ‘ 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barbour, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Cas- 
kie rt Clark Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. ) Colfax, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Day, 
Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Elliott, English, Etheridge, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuiler, Goode, Granger, 
Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, 
Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Hughston, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, 


McQueen, Meacham, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, Nichols, 
Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruf. 
» Rust ; Seward, Shorter, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stewart ‘ratwott, Tyson, Wade, Warner, Elihu B. Wash- 
Watson, Winslow, and John V. Wright—-22. 
NAYS — Mesers. Allison, Ball, Benson, Diuangwareh, 
Broom, Baffinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Le 
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D. Campbell, Carlile, » Ezra Clark, - Clawson 
Comins, Cox, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy 
Davis, Dick, Durfee. ‘Edwards, Emrie, Eustis, Evans 
Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Robert B. Hai), Harlan, J. Mor. 
rison Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, Kel. 


sey, Kennett, King, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Lind. 
Marshal umphrey Marshal l, Matteson c 


ley, Alexander K. 
oore, Morgan, Parker, Pearce, 








McCarty, Killian me, z 
Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Pu 
Reade, Ready, Ricaud ‘Ritenie, Robbins, Sabin Boge’ 
Sapp, Scott, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, Tappan’ 
Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Valk, Walbridge, Waldron, Israel} 
Washburn, Whitney, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zolli. 
coffer—81. 
_ The SPEAKER. The Chair votes in the nega- 
tive; and the motion to lay on the table is there- 
fore not agreed to. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HOWARD stated that he had carey off, 
for to-day and to-morrow, with Mr. Oxiver, of 
Missouri. 

Mr. NORTON stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Harris, of Illinois, for this vote. 

Mr. WALKER stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Ricuarpson for this vote, ¢ * 

oo then recurred upon the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the previous ques- 
tion was seconded, upon which the yeas and nays 
had been ordered; and being taken, it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 71, nays 86; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Benson, Billinghurst, Brad- 
shaw, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D..Campbell, Carlile, Chaffee, Bayard Clark, Ezra 
Clark, Comins, Cox, Cragin, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Dick, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Gilbert, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, 
Haven, Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, Knight, Knox, 
Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
Moore, Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Pike, 
Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sepp, Scott, Witliaing & Smith, 
Sneed, Stanton, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Valk, Wal- 


bridge, Waldron, Israel Washburn, Whitney, Woodruff, 
and Zollicoffer—71. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bafclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, 
Davidson, Day, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, English, Faulk- 
ner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, 
Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, 
Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kel- 
sey, Kidwell, King, Knowlton, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, Mc- 
Queen, Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Morgan, Mott, Nichols, Orr, Peck, Perry, Plielps, Powell, 
Quitman, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Seward, Shorter, Sim- 
mons, Spinner, Stewart, Talbott, Wade, Warner, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Watson, Wells, Winslow, Woodworth, 
and John V. Wright—86. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the demand for the previous question was 
seconded. 

_ The SPEAKER. Inasmuch as the House, in 

its session yesterday, seconded the demand for 

the previous question, and refused to order that 

the main question should be put, it is the duty of 

the Chair, at the opening of the session this day, 

to submit, again, the question, ** Shall the main 
uestion be now put?’ 

Mr. PHELPS. Upon that question I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yee and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRIPPE. ‘The situation of the question, 
as I now understand it, is this: the amendment 
of the gentleman from eee {[Mr. H. Mar- 
SHALL] is ts before the House to the bill 
reported by the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. Pending the discussion on that amend- 
ment, some gentleman moved to recommit the 
bill, with instructions to report the amendment 
of the gentleman from Kentucky. If the House 
shall order the main question to be now put, the 
question will then be first upon the motion to 
recommit with instructions,  —= 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is informed that 
there are no instructions pending with the motion 
to recommit. If the House shall order the main 
question to be now put, the question will be first 
upon the motion to recommit. 4 

Mr. GOODE. _If the motion to recommit be 
voted down, the House will then be brought toa 
direct vote upon the engrossment of the bill ? 

The SPEAKER. First upon the amendment 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, and then upon 
the bill, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The quentios upon 
which we are now about to vote, and upon which 
the yeas and nays have been ordered, is, ‘* Shall 
the main question be now put?” ote 

The SPEAKER. That is the quéstidh. 
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Mr. JONES. If that question be carried in 
the affirmative, the next question to be taken will 
be upon the motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER. That will be the first ques- 
tion; and if decided in the negative, the question 
will then arise upon the amendment, and next 
upon the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. My recollection is, 
that the motionto recommit, which is now pend- 
ing, was made by the gentleman from Vermont, 
(Mr. Caeettt The gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Campsecy,| however, moved to amend b 
adding, with instructions to report the amend- 
ment offered by myself. 

The SPEAKER. I[f thatwasthe motion made, 
the instructions would be now pending. But the 
Chair understands, from the Clerk, that no motion 
to recommit with instructions is entered upon 
the Journal. 

Mr. MARSHALL. That motion was cer- 
tainly made. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the motion is 
not before the House, I object to its being re- 
ceived. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I made the motion to re- 
commit, not because I desired that the bill should 
be referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, but to save it from going to the 
Speaker’s table, and for that purpose only. I 
made the motion first in the morning; and the 
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gentleman from Ohio, asthe gentleman from Ken- | 


tucky states, did move to amend by adding the 
instructions which have been indicated. At the 
request of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Goopve,] I withdrew the motion; but as the bill 
did not pass, I subsequently renewed the motion, 
and the amendment was not again moved. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Journal is correct 
in making the motion to recommit appear with- 
out the instructions. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I was notaware 
of the fact suggested by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont. I certainly did move to amend his motion 
to recommit by adding instructions. 

Mr. MEACHAM. That wasin the morning. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I think that nothing in the 
reported proceedings shows the motion to have 
been withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
facts as they occurred. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the main ques- 
tion is now ordered to be put, the very next 
question will be upon the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, will it not? 

The SPEAKER. ii will. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman will then have a 
vote upon his amendment. I supposed the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio, to recommit 
with instructions, was made out of fear that if 
the motion to recommit should prevail, the com- 
mittee would report back the bill without the 
amendment, as was done by another committee 
on a former occasion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
facts as they occurred. The gentleman from 
Vermont moved to recommit the bill to the com- 
mittee which reported it; and the gentleman from 
Ohio moved to amend by adding instructions to 
report the pending amendment. Subsequently 
the gentleman from Vermont withdrew the mo- 
tion to recommit. But at the moment of the ad- 
jougnment, the gentleman from Vermont stated 
that he had withdrawn the motion to recommit 
under a total misapprehension of the facts of the 
case, and asked leave of the House to have the 
motion again entered for the purpose of keeping 
the bill before the House. Upon the intercession 
of the Chair the motion was allowed, by unani- 
mots consent, to be entered after the demand for 
the previous question had been sustained. But 
the instructions wére not renewed, and do not 
appear upon the Journal. 

r.CAMPBELL. I hope the House will not 
order the main question to be put. 

The SPEAKER, Debate is out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. What will be the effect of 
the House refusing to order the main question 
to be put? Will the whole matter go over? 

The SPEAKER. Under the decision of the 
Chair yesterday, and in accordance with the uni- 
form practice of the House—though the Chair 
would not make that decision as an original ques- 
tion—if the House refuses to order the main 
question to be now put, the Chair will sgain 
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j . attic } 
submit the same question to the House at the | 
opening of its session to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And it will not be | 


in order to again move a reconsideration of the || 


seconding the call for 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. TRIPPE. 


question to be now put—which will be on the 


e previous question ? 
will not. 


motion of the chairman of the Committee for the || 


District of Columbia to recommit—and the mo- 
tion to recommit is voted down, will not the bill 
and amendments stand as though none of these 
proceedings had taken place ? 

The SPEAKER. Exactly so; and the first 

uestion will be on the amendments of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. H. Marsmant.]} 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maint. 
this fix: the previous question was @lled and re- 
ceived a second by a majority vote. The House 
failed then to order the main question to be now | 
put; under the ruling of the Chair, the question | 
then Went over until to-day. To-day there has | 
been a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the second was given to the call for the previous 
question. That motion was voted down. Conse- 
quently no further motion to reconsider can be 
made. The result is thatif the main question is 
not ordered now, the question goes over until to- 
morrow; and it will go over from day to day, so 
long as the House refuses to order the main ques- 
tion to be now put. There can be no further 
reconsideration, and no further amendment, and 
in no possible contingency can there be any more 
debate. 

The SPEAKER. So the Chair has stated. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Then I moveto 
lay the whole subject upon the table. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. As the gentleman from 
— has been allowed to state the question at 
lengt 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not in order; 
but if there be unanimous consent the gentleman 
can proceed. 

Mr. NICHOLS. _I object to debate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I insist on my motion to 
lay upon the table. 

r. GOODE. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. CampBetu’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
69, nays 94; as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Bradshaw, Broom, Buffin- 
ton, Burlingame James H. Campbell, Johy P. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Chaffee, Bayard Clark, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cox, Cragin, Damrell, 
Henry Winter Davis, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Flagler, Gilbert, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, 
Kennett, King, Knight, Knox, Lake, Lindley, Matteson, | 
Moore, Morgan, Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pringle, Puryear, 
Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Simmons, Sneed, Tappan Toda, Tratton, Tyson, | 


Valk, Waldron, Walker, fsrael Washburn, Whitney, an 
Zollicoffer—69. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Barbour, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, 
Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwallader, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb. Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Davidson, Timothy Davis, Day, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, 
Augustus Hall, Sampson W, Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Hughston, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelsey, Kidwell, Knowlton, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 
8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McCarty, McMullin, McQueen, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, 
Nichols, Orr, Peck, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Powell, 
Quitman. Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Seward, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Talbott, Trippe, 
Underwood, Wade, Warner, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wat- 
son, Wells, Winslow, Woodruff, Woodworth, and John V. 
Wright—94. 

So the House refused to lay the subject upon 
the table. 

Pending the above call, re : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, said: Mr. 
Speaker, the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 

ASHBURNE] is detained at home by illness, and | 
he has requested me to state, that if he were pre- | 
sent he would vote for the bill as it came from the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and 

inst the amendment of the gentleman from 

e seeky : 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs, 
‘* Shall the main question be now put?’’ The yeas | 
and nays have been ordered on that question. | 

Mr. WALKER. If the House refuse to ordér | 
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the main question to be now put, will the ques- | 


tion go Over tintil to-morrow? 
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If the House order the main || 


We are in || 
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| The SPEAKER. That will be the effect under 
| the practice of the House. 

Mr. MARSHALL. What does the Speaker 
decide? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has made no 
decision. The gentleman from Alabama inquired 
| in reference to the effect of a refusal to order the 
main question, The Chair replied that, under the 
| practice of the House, the effect of a refusal to 
| order the main question to be now put would be 
to set this matter over until to-morrow. 

Mr. MARSHALL. When the Chair makes 
a decision to that effect I wish to be understood 
as taking an appeal from it. 


| 


| The SPEAKER. The Chair makes no decis- 


ion of the oe at this time. 

| The Clerk proceeded with the call of the roll. 

| Mr. COMINS. If the House refuse to order 
| the main question to be now put, can a motion 
| be then made to reconsider the vote by which 
the call for the previous question received a& 
second? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The call of the roll it 
being proceeded with, and until it is completed I 
object to all inquiries. 

“he question was taken on ordering the main 
question to be now put; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 93, nays 64; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barbour, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Buffinton, Burnett,Cadwalader,Caruthers, 
Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Colfax, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Day, Dodd, Dowdell, 
Emrie, English, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augus- 
tus Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, 
Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelsey, 
Kidwell, Knowlton, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Maxwell, 
MecMallin, McQueen, Meacham, Smith Miller, Mott, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Perry, Phelps, 
Powell, Quitman, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stewart, Talbott, Tappan, Wade, Walbridge, Warner, 
Elliha B. Washburne, israel Washburn, Watson, Wells, 
Winslow, Woodworth, and John V. Wright—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Bradshaw, Broom, Bur- 
lingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carhie, 
Bayard Clark, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Comins, Cox, Cragin, 
Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dickson, 
Durfee, Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Robert B. Hall, 
Haven, Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, Kennett, King, 
Knight, Knox, Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Matte- 
son, McCarty, Killian Miller, Moore, Morgan, Pearce, Pel- 
ton, Pettit, Pringle, Puryear, Reade, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rob- 
bins, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, William R. Smith, 
Sneed. Todd, rafton, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Wald- 
ton, Walker, Whitney, Woodruff, and Zollicoffer—64. 

So the main question was ordered to be now 

ut. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. ELLIOTT stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Campse tt, of Kentucky. 

Mr. NORTON stated that his collearue [Mr. 
Marsua tt, of Illinois,} had been forced to leave 
the Hall on account of indisposition, and that he 
had paired off with him on all votes to be taken 
during the — 4 ; 

Mr. KEITT stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Caarree. . 

Mr. MEACHAM moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the main question was ordered te be 
now put, and also moved that that motion be laid 
upon the table. — 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DICK. Is it in order to move an amend- 
ment at this time ? 

The SPEAKER, It is not. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, I move that there bea 
call of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
not in order. iis } 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays, but 
subsequently withdrew the demand. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn. ; %} 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Is it in order to 
move to lay the bill upon the table? ta 

The SPEAKER. TheChair is of the opinion 
that it is not in order to move to lay the bill upon 
the table whilst it is in the same stage in which 
the same motion was voted down. __ 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. There 
has been intervening business since the motion to 
lay the bill upon the table was voted down. 

he SPEAKER. That will not justify the 
répetition of a motion to lay upon the table, 
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though it may of a motion to adjourn. The Chair 


understands that, when a motion to lay upon the | 
table has been negatived, it is not in order to | 
rensw the motion while the bill is in the same | 


condition. 

Mr: CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. There 
has been business intervening since the motion 
was made and rejected, and business which ma- 
terially changes the condition of the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. [rise to a question of order. 
Is this debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
bill be indefinitely post yoned. 

The SPEAKER. That is not in order under 
the rules of the House. The Chair will now 
state his grounds for deciding the motion to lay 
upon the table to be out of order. He decides 
that it is out of order, inasmuch as, since the pre- 
vious question has been called and seconded, the 
motion has been rejected, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
pone the bill until the 3d of March next. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order; 
it is precluded by the rules. When the main 
question is ordered to be now put, under the rules 
no motion but the motion to commit and the 
pending amendments are under consideration. 

Mr. TODD. I call for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to recommit. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I do not wish the bill re- 
committed. The motion was made to keep the 
bill before the House. 

Several Memsers objected to any debate or 
statement out of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Can the gentle- 
man from Vermont withdraw the motion to re- 
commit? 

The SPEAKER. He cannot; the main ques- 
tion has been ordered to be now put. ~ 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Asnury Dicksys, their Secretary, informing the 
House that that body had agreed to the House 
amendments to the bill for the relief of the dis- 
tributees of Colonel William Linn; and also that 
it had passed the bill making appropriations for 
the payment of invalid and other pensions of the 
United States, for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1857, with amendments thereto, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House. 


SUFFRAGE IN WASHINGTON-—AGAIN. 


Mr.MEACHAM. I wish to make an inquiry 
of the Chair in referenee to a matter of order. 
Have i the right to withdraw the motion to re- 
commit? 

The SPEAKER, 
right. , 

Mr. SNEED. I desire to know the effect of 
sending this question back to the committee ? 

The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the 
Chair to say. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
quiries. 5 ‘ 

The SPEAKER. Questions in the nature of 
debate are not in order. . 

‘The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 78, nays81; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Barbour, Benson, Broom, 
Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Carlile, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Cox, Cragin, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, 
Dick, Dickson, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Hoff- 
man, Valentine B. Horton, Kennett, King, Knight, Knox, 
Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, Killian 
Miller, Moore, Morgan, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sim- 
mons, William R, Smith, Sneed, Stanton, ppan, Todd, 
‘Tratton, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walbridge, Waldron, 

‘Valker, Whitney, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicof- 
fer—78., 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bocock, bowie, Branch, Brooks, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, David- 
eon, Day, Dodd, Dowdell, English, Faulkner, Plagler, Flor- 
ence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddi , Goode, Granger, 
Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Sam . Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Thomas R. oon Houston, 
Hughston, Tooke. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, 
Knowlton, Leteber, Lumpkin, Mace, Maxwell, MeCarty, 


I move that the 


The gentleman has not the 


I object to all these in- 


McMuilin, MeQlueen, Meacham, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Mott, Nicheis, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Perry, Phelps, 
Powell, Quitman, Richardson, Ruthin, Rust, Sayage, Sew- 


I move to post- | 
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ard, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stewart, Talbott, 
Wade, Warner, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Watson, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright—81. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. Marsnarr,@was detained from the 
House by sickness, and had paired off with Mr. 
Norton. 

Mr. EVANS asked consent to withdraw his 
vote, stating that he had agreed with Mr. Kerrr 
to pair off with a friend of his, [Mr. Kerrt,] 
whose name he did not know. 

Leave was granted. 

The question then recurred upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. H. Marsua tt, to strike out 
the word **be,’’ and insert in lieu thereof the 
words *‘ have geen for one year;’’ so as to make 
the first section read as follows: 


“That from'and after the passage of this act, every free 
white male resident of the city of Washington, (vagrants, 
paupers, felons, and persons non compos mentis excepted,) 
who shall have resided in the said city one year immediately 
preceding the day of election, and who shall have been for 
one year a citizen of the United States, and twenty-one 
years of age at the time he offers to vote, and shall have 
paid the school-tax, and all taxes on personal property due 
from him, shall be entitled to vote in the ward of which he 
shall have been for one month previous to the day of elec- 
tion, and is on the day thereof, a bona fide resident, for 
Mayor, members of the Board of Aldermen and Common 
Council, register, collector, surveyor, assessors, and such 
|| other officers as may hereafter be made elective: Provided 
That in all cases where the person so otherwise entitled and 
offering to vote shall not have been resident of the partic- 
ular ward in which he is resident bona fide upon the day of 
election for the space of one month immediately previous 
thereto, that then such person shall be entitled to vote in 
the ward in which he last previously resided.”’ 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. WALKER. Iask for tellers upon that 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epwarps 
and FauLKNER were appointed. 

The House was divided ;and the tellers reported 
—ayes 55, noes 67; whereupon 

Mr. SAGE demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
when this House adjourns it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. PRIN GLE. Upon that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the House refused to recom- 
mit the bill. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I wish to inquire if the 
gentleman voted with the majority? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky is not in order, as there is a 
pending motion to adjourn. 

The yeasand nays were then ordered upon the 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ORR. I move that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon that motion. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Before that motion 
is put I ask the unanimous consent of the House 
to take from the Speaker’s table the invalid 

ensions bill, which has been sent in from the 
nate this morning, in order that it may be 
referred to the Committee of Waysand Means. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Mr. ORR. If we are to have the yeas and nage 
upon the motion to adjourn over, I withdraw the 
motion, 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
the motion that the House ds now adjourn. 

Mr. McCARTY. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the House refused to recommit 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 

nding a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Is not a motion to 


adjourn pending? 

The SPEAKER. It is, and the question upon 
it must first be taken. 

Mr. SAGE. I withdraw the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. McCARTY. I now move to reconsider 
the vote by which the House refused to recom- 
mit the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And I move to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
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Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Irenew my 
motion that when the House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I demand the yeas and 

nays upon that motion. 
he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and decided in the 
negative—yeas 40, nays 105; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bocock, Broom, Caruthers, Craige 
Henry Winter Davis, Durfee, Edwards, Eustis, Goode’ 
Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Herbert, Kennett, Lake, Lind. 
ley, Maxwell, Meacham, Orr, Pearce, Pelton, Powell 
Reade, Ricaud, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sage, Savage, 
Shorter, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, Trippe, Un. 
derwood, Valk, Walker, Warner, Ellihu B. Washburne 
and Winslow—40. F 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 
Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bowie, 
Branch, Brooks, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Cadwal- 
ader, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Cas- 
kie, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. w, 
Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Crawford, Damrell, David- 
son, Day, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Emrie, English, Ether- 
idge, Faulkner, Flagler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, 
Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hail, 
Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 
B. Horton, Houston, Hughston, cog W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelsey, Kidwell, King, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Letcher, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, 
McCarty, McMullin, McQueen, Killian Miller, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Mott, Nichols, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pringle, Pur- 
year, Quitman, Ready, Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, 
Seward, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, 
Talbott, Tappan, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Walbridge, Wald- 
ron, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wells, Woodworth, John 
WV. Wright, and Zollicoffer—105 


Mr. SAGE. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

r. GILBERT. On that I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epwarps 
and Bococxk were ap ointed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gentle- 
man from New York to withdraw his motion, 
that I may make a report from the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Objection was made, 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I wish to inquire of 
the Chair, if the House now adjourns, how does 
the business stand when the House again meets? 
The main question has been ordered; will it come 
up as the first business? 

The SPEAKER. The main question has been 
ordered, and immediately recurs upon the opening 
of the session. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
55, nays 74; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Broom, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, James H. Campbell, Carlile, Ezra Clark, Cragin, 
Henry Winter Davis, Dickson, Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Beenesee Ww. 
Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, Kennett, 
Lindley, McCarty, Moore, Morgan, Parker, Pelton, Pettit, 
Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Sabin, Sage, Scott, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Stanton, Todd, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Waldron, 
Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel! Washburn, Whitney, Wood- 
ruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—55. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8S. Bennett, Ben- 
son, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Brooks, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Cas- 
kie, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, 
Craige, Crawford, Damrell, Day, Dodd, Dowdell, Faulkner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller Giddings, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, Thomas L. Harris ilerbert, Thomas 
R. Horton, Houston, it ston, a Ww. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kelsey, Knight, Knowlton, Lake, Letcher, Lump- 
kin, Matteson, Maxwell, McQueen, Meacham, Smith Mil- 
ler, Millson, Mott, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Perry, 
Phelps, Pike, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sapp, Savage, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith Spinner, Stewart, Talbott, 


Walbridge, Watson, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. PRINGLE stated that he had paired off 
for the day with Mr. Orr. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. Ricuarpson, had paired off with Mr. 

ox. 

Mr. EUSTIS stated that Mr. Warxer had 
paired off with his co e, Mr. Davipson. _ 

Mr. EDWARDS. move that when this 
House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next; and on that I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

r. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 submit that that 
motion is not in order, because it has been voted 
down a moment ago, and no motion has been 
since entertained, except a motion to adjourn, 
You cannot alternate between these two motions, 
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Mr. MORGAN. How was itin the Nebraska 
times? 

Mr. JONES. Exactly that decision was made, 
that you have no right to alternate between the 
motion to adjourn over and to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that, 
jnasmuch as nothing has occurred in the House 
since the motion to adjourn over has been passed 


upon, except a motion to adjourn, the motion of || 


the gentleman from New York is not in order at 
this time. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Then I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day, it wo to meet on Sat- 
urday of this week; and on that I call for tellers. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If that thing is 
intended to be kept up so as to force an adjourn- 
ment : 

Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting.) Oh! let us 
have patience; we will get at it after awhile. 
(Laughter. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. H. Mar- 
sHALL,and Harris of Alabama, were appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers re- 
ported, ayes fifteen—noes not counted. 

So the motion to adjourn over till Saturday was 
not agreed to. ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask to take from 
the Speaker’s table . 

Mr. JONES. I object. We will have nothing 
at all tillthis matteris disposed of. _ 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I wish it to be un- 
derstood—— 

{Loud cries of order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object; and I state further, 
that I would have objected if my friend from Ten- 
nessee had not. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. SAGE, (at half past three, p. m.) I move 
that the House do now adjourn; and on that I 
call for tellers. ; 

Mr. LETCHER. I will save the gentleman 
the trouble. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
49, nays 73; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Broom, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, James H. Campbell, Bayard Clark, Ezra Clark, 
Williamson R.W. Cobb, Comins, Henry Winter Davis, 
Edwards, Etheridge, Faulkner, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Har- 
lan, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hoff- 
man, Valentine B. Horton, Kennett, McCarty, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Parker, Pelton, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Scott, Simmons, William R. Smith, Stanton, Tap- 

an, Todd, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Elhihu B. 

jashburne, Israel Washburn, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
and Zollicotfer—49. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Ben- 
sop, Billinghurst, Bocock, Bowie, Bradshaw, Branch, 
Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruth- 
ers, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Crawford, Dam- 
rell, Day, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Florence, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, 
Thomas L. Harris, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Hughston, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, Knight, 
Knowlton, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey 
Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, McQueen, Meacham, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Mott, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Perry, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Robbins, Ruffin, Rust, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, Tal- 
bott, Walbridge, Watson, Wells, Winslow, and John V. 
Wright—73. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. BARBOUR stated that he had paired off 
for the rest of the day with Mr. Eneuisn. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama, stated that Mr. 
Carte had paired off with Mr. Herserr. 

r. MO stated that Mr. Durrese had 
aired off. : 

Mr. BROOM stated that Mr. Eustis had paired 
off with Mr. Savage. 

Mr. HOFFMAN stated that Mr. Perrir had 
paired off with Mr. Kexsey. ; 

The question recurred on the motion to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. SAGE. On that I call for the yeas and 








nays. 

The eas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. [inquire whether 
it is in order to move a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been seconded, and therefore a call of the House 
is precluded. The question is on laying the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. STANTON. I rise to a question of order. 
Is it in order, after the main question has been 
ordered, and before the previous question is ex- 
hausted, to move to reconsider a vote taken under 
the operation of the previous question? 














The SPEAKER. 
Mr. COBB. But 
choose. 
| The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Sranron.) It de- 
pon what the proposition to be reconsid- 


It isin order. 
you may withdraw it if you 


| pends u 
| ered magne 
Mr. STANTON. But a question which has 


tion be ¢xhausted by voting on the whole subject, 
to move « reconsideration ? 


| that a motuon to reconsider under such cireum- 
stances is in order. 
Mr. SAGE, 


is a quorum present ? 


| nays. 
Mr. COBB. Nor was it necessary. 
Mr. SAGE. If it be in order at this time to 
| object to that, last vote, as there was no quorum 
| voting, I object to it. 
The SPEAKER. 

the Chair, that inasmuch as the Constitution 
| gives the right to one fifth of those present to call 





| not vote nothing will have been transacted by 

| the House. 

Mr. EDWARDS (at four o’clock and fifteen 

| minutes, p.m.) I move that the House do now 

adjourn; and on that motion I call for tellers. 
Mr. LETCHER. Let us have the yeas and 


| nays. 

He Mn. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. What business has been done in 
| the House since that motion was passed upon? 

| The SPEAKER. Sufficient business, in the 


| journ. ! 

Mr. JONES. What was it? 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 
been ordered, and questions of order have been 
decided. i 

Mr. JONES. There hasbeenno business done. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 
been ordered by a vote of the House. 

Mr. STANTON. I call for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. The yeas and nays 
were ordered ' 

Mr. FLORENCE. I withdraw my demand 
for the yeas and nays. 

A Memser. It is too late. 

The SPEAKER. It is too late; the yeas and 
—_ having been ordered by the House. 

he question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 28, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cragin, Henry 
Winter Davis, Dickson, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hum- 
phrey Marshall, McCarty, McQueen, Millson, Morgan, 
Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Puryear, Sabin, Sage, Sim- 
mons, &need, Todd, Trippe, Underwood, and Israel Wash- 
burn—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Ben- 
son, Billinghurst, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Burnett, Cadwal- 
lader, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Howell Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Crawford, Damrell, 
Day, Dodd, Dowdell, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gid- 
dings, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Thomas L. Har- 
ris, Hoffman, Houston Hughston, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kidwell, Kni it, Knowlton, Letcher, Lump- 
kin, Matteson, Maxwell, Meacham, Smith Miller, Mott, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Perry, Phelps, Powell, Quit- 
man, Ruffin, Rust, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
Spinner, Stewart, Talbott, Ellihu B. Washburne, Watson, 

inslow, and John V. Wright—62. 

So the House refused to adjourn, no quorum 
having voted. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Inasmuch as the an- 
nouncement shows that no quorum has voted, I 
ask the Chair whether it would be in order to 
move that there be a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is the opinion of the 
Chair that the rules of the House preclude the 
motion under existing circumstances. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. It is true, Mr. Speaker, 
that the rules of the House preclude the motion 
that there be a call of the House after the pre- 
vious question has been seconded, and they apply 
so long as there is a quorum of the House present; 
but when the House finds itself without a quorum, 
I insist that, under the Constitution, which is 
higher authority than the rules, we have the 





| been taken under the operation of the previous | 
question, is it in order, until the previous ques- || 


The S@EAKER. It isthe opinion of the Chair || 
I desire to inquire whether there | 


The SPEAKER. A quorum did not vote on || 
the last question, upon ordering the yeas and || 


It is the decided opinion of | 


the yeas and nays, one fifth may order them to | 
| be called upon any question; but if a quorum do | 


| opinion of the Chair, to justify a motion to ad- | 
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i 
| 
i} 


| 


| the fifth section of the first article of the Consti- 








tution: 

“ Each House shall judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its own members, and a majority shall 
constitute a quorum to do business ; but a smaller number 
may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to 
compel the attendance of absent members in such manner 
and under such penalties as each House may provide.” 


_ I insist upon it that, when the House finds 
itself without a quorum, and refuses to adjourn, 


| as is now the case, they have the power to send 


for and compel the attendance of absent members. 
There may have been a different practice prevai!- 
ing. I am not certain what the precedents are 
upon this question; but I think we have the power 
under the Constitution, and that we ought to ex- 
ercise it. I move that the Sergeant-at-Arms be 
directed to summon the absent members. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the mo- 
tion is not in order. The House, acting under 
the authority of the Constitution, has prescribed 
the rules by which it is to be governed in refer- 
ence to a call of the House, and those rules pre- 
clude the motion that there be a call of the House 
under the existing circumstances, the Chair 
therefore decides that the motion of the gentle- 
man from Georgia is not in order. 

Mr. COBB. Ido not make the motion that 
there be a call of the House. I submit a distinct 
resolution that, inasmuch as there is less than a 
quorum present, the Speaker direct the Sergeant- 


| at-Arms to compel the attendance of the absent 





| 


rrr 








| upon the other side of the House. 


members. 


I make it as a distinct and separate 
motion. 


I do not move that there be a call ofthe 


| House. 


The SPEAKER. The motion is precluded by 


| the 50th rule of the House, which provides that, 
| after the previous question shall have been sec- 


onded, acall of the House shall not be in order; 
and the Chair thinks that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia is so nearly identical with 
the motion that there be a call of the House, as to 
make it out of order under the rules, 

Mr. COBB. I will take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, in order that the question 
may be decided. 1 want to see whether we can 
compel the attendance of absent members when 
a factious opposition is presented to the transac- 
tion of the business of the House. We are here 
without a quorum because the majority of the 
House have become a faction, and refuse to do 
the public business. 

[Cries of ‘*Order.’’) 

The SPEAKER. It is the opinion of the Chair 
that the gentleman from Georgia has not the 
right so to characterize any portion of the House. 

Mr. COBB. Is not the fact exhibited? I ap- 
peal to the Speaker upon an issue of fact, that 
there is a factious opposition to the transaction 
of the business of the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. It cannot be characterized 
in any other way. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hurl back the charge 
[Cries of 
** Order !”’ and confusion.} 

Mr. COBB. What charge? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The charge of factious 
opposition. 

Mr. COBB. I charge that a factious opposi- 
tion has been made to-day to the business of the 
House. 

Mr. SNEED. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgia who made the factious opposition yes- 
terday ? 

Mr. COBB. Factious opposition!—made by 
whom? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Why, the charge is not 
made against a»y member present; certainly not. 
And why should gentlemen get so mach ex- 
cited about it? It is made against the absent 
members, and gentlemen ought to have sense 
enough to know it. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
question. 

Mr. COBB. My motion is, that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms be directed by the Speaker of the House 
to summon the absent members, and compel their 
attendance; and I include in my motion, the fact 
being exhibited by the last vote, that there is no 

uorum in the House. ‘ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia 
will have the kindness to commit his motion to 
writing, and in the mean time the Speaker will 


power to send for absent members. I read from | state it to the House from recollection. 
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Mr. COBB then proceeded to commit his mo- 
tion to writing. 

Mr. BALL. In order that we may have time 
to reflect upon this very important question, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ohio 
has not the floor to make that motion. The gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Cops] is entitled tothe 
floor. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Ohio 
is entitled to the floor, 

Mr. RUST. How did the gentleman from 
Ohio get the floor? The gentleman from Georgia 
had the floor, and is now ——- out his motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ar- 
kansas will bear in mind that the gentleman from 
Georgia submitted his motion and took his seat, 
when the Chair requested him to commit his 
motion to writing. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
writing it out. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair at the same time 
stated that, in the mean time, he would state the 





And he is now 


motion to the House from recollection. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Has the Chair the right to 
state the motion from recollection when it is being 


reduced to writing under the express direction of 
the Speaker. The gentleman from Georgia is 
now reducing his motion to writing. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will wait until 
the gentleman from Georgia has finished writing 
his motion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. [rise to aquestion of order. 
I want to know if my colleague |Mr. Baxi] is not 
entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER, He is. 

Mr. BALL. I make the motion that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I would inquire if 
the last question decided by the House was nota 
motion to adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair 
sufficient business has intervened to make the 
motion in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
if the gentieman from Georgia [Mr. Cons] is not 
entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
{[Mr. Harais] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. JONES. Did not the Speaker assign the 
floor to the gentleman from Georgia, and specially 
request him to commit his motion to writing, 
aap the gentleman from Georgia is now engaged 
in doing? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair requested ‘the 
gentleman from Georgia ‘to reduce his motion to 
writing; and, in the mean time, stated that he 
would state the question from recollection, 

Mr. JONES. And while the gentleman from 
Georgia is reducing his motion to writing, has 
the gentleman from Ohio the right to take the floor 
from him to move that the House adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will wait until 
the gentleman from Georgia has finished his 
writing. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I insist upon the right of 
my colleague [Mr. aan to the floor, and to 
submit the motion which he has submitted. It is 
a privileged motion, and he has a right to make it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman has not pos- 
session of the floor to make that motion. 

Mr. SMITH. How long is the gentleman 
from Georgia to stop our proceedings with his 
writing? 

Mr. HOUSTON. When his hour is out I 
suppose he can be stopped. Laughter.) ' 

Che SPEAKER. The Chair has no doubt 
that the gentleman from Alabama has the right 
to submit the motion to adjourn; but, inasmuch 
as the Chair requested the gentleman from Geor- 
gia to commit his motion to writing, and the 
question itself is one of great delicacy and com- 
plexity, he hopes that the motion will not be 
pressed. 

Mr. SMITH. 
in this way before. 

Mr. JON ES, of Tennessee. The floor may 
“ oceupied for an hour, under the rule. [Laugh- 

a3 


ir. SMITH. Not without talking. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Amid the noise and 
confusion prevailing in the Hall, | have een able 


I never saw the floor occupied 
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| to reduce my motion to writing, and send it to 
the Clerk’s desk. I have not succeeded in put- 

ting it in a shape to suit myself, as | have been 
| compelled to keep an ear open to hear what was 
| going on in the Hous®. 

The Clerk read the motion as follows: 

The last vote exhibiting the fact that there is not a quo- 
rum of members present, Mr. Cons, of Georgia, moved 
that, less than a quorum having the power under the Con- 
stitution to compel the attendance of absent members, the 
Speaker direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to summon and com- 


pel the attendance of members now absent at the present 
session of the House. 


Mr. BALL. I move that the House do now 
adjourn, ‘ 

r. CRAIGE. I make the point of order 
that no business has transpired since the motion 
was voted down. tr .* 

The SPBAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the motion is in order. : 

Mr. CRAIGE. What business has been 
done? 

The SPEAKER. There has been business 
which will justify the repetition of the motion to 
adjourn. 

ir. EDWARDS. I call for tellers on the 
motion to adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Topp and 
Wwvstow were appointed. 

The question was put; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 43, noes 45. 

Mr. HOFFMAN. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ‘ 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to—yeas 50, nays 44; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ball, Benson, Billinghurst, Broom, Buf- 
finton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Camp- 
bell, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Henry Winter Davis, Dickson, Dodd, Edwards, Giddings, 
J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Thomas R. Horton, 
Knight, Knowlton, Lake, Homphrey Marshall, Matteson, 
McCarty, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Parker, Perry, Pike, 
Reade, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Scott, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Stanton, Todd, Weer Underwood, Wade, Elihu 


= egies, Israel Washburn, Watson, and Zollicof- 
er—50. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bo- 
cock, Bowie, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Howell Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Crawford, Florence, Thomas 
J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Houston, Hughston, George W. Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Maxwell, 
McQueen, Meacham, Mott, Nichols, Atidrew Oliver, 
Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Samuel A. 
Smith, Spinner, Stewart, Talbott, Winslow, and John V. 
Wright—44. 


Pending the above call, 

Mr. PURYEAR stated that he had paired off 
with his colleague, Mr. Brancn. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD stated that Mr. Ricaup 
had paired off with Mr. Coss, of Alabama. 

The House then (at a quarter past five o’clock) 
adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


I demand the yeas and 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faipay, March 28, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danret Waxpo. 


The Journal of yesterday was réad and approved. 
MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report of the operations of the Mint 
of the United States and its branches, including 
the assay office, for the year 1855; which was 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER then stated that the first busi- 
ness in order was the bill reported from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia in relation to 
elections in Washington city. 


UNITED STATES ARMORIES. 


Mr. QUITMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for leave to 
apes a joint resolution from the Committee on 

ilitary Affairs. I would not make this request 
for its introduction out of the regular order if the 
committee had had an opportunity, during the 
last ten days, of submitting a report to the House. 
The matter involved is one of pressing urgency; 
and when the resolution is read I am willing to 
= if gentlemen so desire. I trust that there 
will be no objection; that, at all events, the reso- 
lution will be allowed to be read. 

The resolution was read a first and second time 
by its title, as follows: 


Joint resolution relating to the public lands 
appertaining tothe Springfield and Harper’s Ferry 
armories and the Fayetteville arsenal. 

Mr.QUITMAN. [ask that the resolution be 
read in full. 

The resolution was read inextenso. It provides 
that the Secretary of War shall be authorized to 
exchange and convey the unoccupied lands and 
appurtenances belonging to the United States, 
known as the lower work-shops at the Spring- 
field armory, in the State of Massachusetts, for 
such other Tina contiguous to the lands attached 
to said armory, on the hill, at ee as he 
may deem necessary and proper for the improve- 
ment and convenience of said armory; or, in his 
discretion, to sell the said tract, and invest the 

roceeds thereof, or such partas may be required, 
in the purchase of such land or lands contiguous 
to the armory on the hill, as he may deem suitable 
and proper; and that he shall be authorized to 
convey th> titles of the United States to the lands 
and appurtenances sold or exchanged, and to 
receive from individuals or corporate authorities 
the titles to lands so exchanged or purchased; 
also, that the Secretary of War be authorized to 
apply so much of the proceeds of the recent sale 
of lands-and lots at Harper’s Ferry as he may 
deem advisable, to the purchase of such other 
lands at that place as he may deem necessary to 
the safety and convenience of the public buildings, 
and that he apply the residue of the proceeds of 
said sale to the improvement of the property 
retained by the United States; and, further, that 
he be authorized to make sale of such portion of 
the site of the United States arsenal at Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina, as in his judgment is not 
required for the public service, and apply the 
proceeds thereof, or so much as may be neces- 
sary, to the purchase of such additional land for 
the use of said arsenal as he may deem necessary; 
and that for this purpose he shall be authorized 
to convey the title of ‘the United States to the 
land which he may sell, and to receive proper 
deeds and titles to the lands which may be pur- 
chased by him. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I ask that the resolution be 
now considered and put on its passage. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I wish to have the regular 
order of business proceeded with. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi? 

Mr. MEACHAM. I donot object to it if itis 
to consume no time, and does not retard the reg- 
ular order of business. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Mr. Speaker, the resolution 
just read does not contemplate the appropriation 
of one dollar from the Treasury for the purposes 


specified. It has been recommended by the ord- 
nance officers and by the Secretary of War; and 
I will say to the House, that it is nece that 


it should be put on its passage immediately, be- 
cause if the United States do not make apaivkane 
of the adjoining property within the eee 
two weeks, opportunity to do so will be lost. 
The resolution has received the unanimous ap- 
proval of the members of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs;and as there is no appropriation asked 
for—not a cent—but simply an exchange of lots 
of land for the convenience and improvement of 
these public establishments, I hope the resolution 
will be read a third time and put on its passage. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it 
was eK read the third time. 

Mr. LETCHER. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 109, nays 24; as 
follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Allison, Barbour, Barclay, Bell, Hend! 
S. Bennett, Benson, Bil ant, Bebop, ‘Bowie, Brad. 
shaw, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
James H. Campbell, John P. ‘Lewis D. Campbell, 
Carlile, Caruthers, Chaffee Clark, Clawson, Cling- 
man, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cox, Craw- 
ford, Cumback, Damreil, Henry Winter Davis, Dick, 
Dickson, Dowdell, Durfee, Edwards, Fmrie, Etheridge, 
Faulkner, reper Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Augostns 
Hall, Rovert B. Hall Hara, J. Morrison Harris, ‘Thom 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hoffman, R. Horton, Valentine 
B. Horton, H ee ee ere King, 
Knowlton Lakes lace Samuel 5. Marshall, “ 
MeCarty, M in, even fae Fo ler, 
; ra - » 
Pettit, Pike, Forler, Powell, Pringle, 7 Galea: 
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eade, Robbins, Ruffin, Ru abin, 8 Sapp, Shorter 
ee A. Smith Wiliam R. Smith, eases” Stewart, 
Talbott, Tappan Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Waldron, Walker, 
Warner, Ellihu 8. Washburne, Wells, Winslow, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—109. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Howell Cobb, Day, Haven, Hous- 
ton, George W. Jones, Knight, Knox, Letcher, Matteson, 
Smith Miller, Moore, Phelps, Ready, Ricaud, Savage, Scott, 
Sneed, Spinner, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, and Wal- 
bridge—24. 

So the joint resolution was passed. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. GALLOWAY stated that he had paired 
off for the day with Mr. Sanpince. 

Mr. WHITNEY stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Buss. 

Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts stated that his | 
colleague, Mr. Davis, was detained from the 
House by sickness; and had paired off with some 
gentleman ae the other side. 

Mr. QUITMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move to amend the title 
of the bill by striking out the word ‘ Fayette- 
ville’? and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
‘* North Carolina;”’ so that it shall read, ** Joint 
resolution relating to the public land appertaining 
to the Springfield and Harper’s Ferry armories, 
and the North Carolina arsenal.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to make a report from the 
Committee on Public Lands, in order that it may 
be printed. 

Mr. KEITT. 

Mr. PHELPS. 


business. 
SUFFRAGE IN WASHINGTON. 


The SPEAKER. The business before the 
House is the consideration of the bill reported 
by the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
defining the rights of voters, and the duties of 
commissioners of elections, in the city of Wash- 
ington, and for other purposes. Upon that bill 
the House has ordered the previous question; and 
the House having refused the motion to recom- 
mit the bill to the committee, a motion to recon- 
sider that vote has been made by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. McCarry,] and the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] has moved 
that the motion to reconsider lie upon the table. 
That is the first question to be decided. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to make a report 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Several Members. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Upon the pending motion 
the House has ordered the yeas and nays. 


Mr. LANE. I desire the indulgence of the 
House to state the reasons why the gentleman 
from Ohio should be permitted to report his bill | 
uate relating to the condition of affairs in 

regon. 


r. PHELPS. I object. 


Mr. LANE, I desire to sa 
of country which I represent 
this floor. 


Mr. MEACHAM. [Iobject to this discussion. 


Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman from 
Oregon will not press his matter. After we shall 
have'disposed of this bill, he will have an oppor- 
tunity to make the statement he desires. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cone in the negative—yeas 78, nays 79; as fol- 
ows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barclay, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bil- 
linghurst, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Crawford, David- 
son, Day, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Eliott, English, Faulk- 
ner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, 
Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Hughston, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelsey, Kid- 
well, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshail, Mat- 
teson, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Meacham, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Mott, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, shorter, 
Spinner, Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Warner, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Watson, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright—78. 

NAYS—Messts. Allison, Ball, Barbour, Benson, Bishop, 
Bradshaw, Broom, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, John P. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Bayard Clark, 
Clawson, Comins, Cox, Cragin, Damrell, Henry Winter | 





I object. 
I call for the regular order of 








that the portion 
as no vote upon 
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Davis, Dick, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Ho 


man, Valentine B. Horton, King, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Lake, Humphrey Marshall, McCarty, Killian Miller, Mill- 
ward, Moore, Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, 
Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Tappan, Todd, Trafton, 
Trippe, Tyson, Underwoof, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Walker, Welch, Woodruff, Woodworth, and 
Zollicotier—79. 


So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. WADE stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Buss, had paired off with Mr. Wuirney. 

Mr. SEWARD stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts. 

The question then recurred upon the motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the House re- 
fused to recommit the bill to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia; and the question being 
taken thereon, there were—yeas 83, nays 83, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Barbour, Benson, Bishop, 
Bradshaw, Broom, Butfinton, Burlingame, James H. Camp- 
bell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Bayard 
Clark, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Comins, Cox, Cragin, Cum- 
back, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Dick, Durfee, Ed- 
wards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Valentine B. 
Horton, Kennett, King, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, 
Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Millward, Moore, Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, William 
R. Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Tappan, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, 
Tyson, Underwood, Valk, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, 
Welch, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—&3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bil- 
linghurst, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Crawford, David- 
son, Day, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Eliott, English, Faulk- 
ner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, 
Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Thomas R. 
Horton, Houston, Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Keitt, Kelsey, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Mea- 
cham, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, 
Orr, Peck, Perry, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, 
Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Spinner, 
Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Wade, Warner, Ellihu B. Wash 
burne, Watson, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright—83. 


The Speaker voted in the affirmative; so the 
motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HERBERT stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Denver, was detained from the House by indis- 
position. , 

The question recurred vpon the motion to re- 
commit the bill to the Committee for the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded the yeas and 


nays. 

The eas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McCARTY. I would inquire of the Chair 
whether it is in order to move instructions? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, inasmuch 
as the previous question has been ordered. 

Mr. MEACHAM. May I be allowed to make 
an explanation in relation to the position of that 
bill in the committee ? 

The SPEAKER. All debate is out of order 
except by unanimous consent. 

Objection was made. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 75; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Barbour, Benson, Bishop, 
Bradshaw, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, 
Bayard Clark, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cox, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Dick, 
Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Flagler, 
Gilbert, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, 
Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, Kennett, King, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, 
McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Norton, Parker, 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, 
Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricand, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, eaten, Teaaee, Tee Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, 
Underwood, Vaik, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Welch, 
Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. rents Bell, Hendley 8S. Bennett, Bil- 
linghurst, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cad- 
walader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
hamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Day, 
Denver, Dodd, Dowdell, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Flor- 
ence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, 
Grow, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Hughston, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelsey, Kidwell, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Mullin, McQueen Meacham, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Perry Pheips, Powell, 
Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Spinner, brewart, Talbott, 
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| ileged question. 
by which the House has just decided to recom- 
| mit the bill. 










Vail, Wade, Warmer, Ellihu B. Washburne, Watson, 
Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright—75. 
So the House decided to recommit the bill, 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I rise to a priv- 
I move to reconsider the vote 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
that motion upon the table. 

Mr. CARLILE. I rise to a question of order. 
The motion ef the gentleman from Tennessee 
cannot be entertained. It is not in order, be- 
cause the House has just reconsidered the mo- 
tion by which it refused to recommit the bill, and 
have determined that they would recommit the 
bill. The motion certainly cannot be in accord. 
ance with any parliamentary law. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I wish to say a 
word upon the question of order, and to make a 
suggestion to the gentleman from Virginia, as 

| well as to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee will state his question of order, and the 
| Chair will decide it. 

Mr. SMITH. The gentleman from Virginia 
raises a Tees of order, that my motion is not 

|in order, because the House had just reconsid- 
|ered the vote by which it refused to recommit 
ithe bill. DoTI understand the Chair to decide 
my motion to be in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair made no decis- 
ion upon it. The Chair understands the gentle- 
man from Virginia to make a question of order. 

Mr. CARLILE. I stated my question of 
order, and I ask the decision of the Chair upon 
| it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 


c point of order is well taken, and that the 
| 
| 
| 
} 


I move to lay 





| 





motion to reconsider cannot be entertained at this 
time. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 
the Chair. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to make a suggestion, 
but not to debate this question. The House 
| first refused to recommit the bill, and then a 
motion was made to reconsider that vote. That 
motion was carried; and then the House, upon 
the motion to recommit, decided that the bill 
| should be recommitted. Now, 1 make the mo- 
| tion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
| was recommitted. There has been no motion 
| made to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
| recommitted. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that a 
motion to recommit a bill can be considered but 
| once. 
| Mr. SMITH. It has never been considered. 
Mr. KEITT. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
whether, at any stage of the proceedings on this 
| bill, a motion has passed recommitting it? 

Several Members. Never. 
| Mr. KEITT. And then, if no motion has 
| been made—— 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. KEITT. But I rise to a questidn of 
order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gentie- 
man from South Carolina to yield to me a mo- 
ment. 

Mr. KEITT. No, sir; the gentleman must 
| keep his seat. I rise to a question of order, and 
the gentleman cannot take the floor from me. 

Mr. CARLILE. Will the gentleman allow me 
to say a word? 

Mr. KEITT. © No, sir; I desire to state my 
question of order. © 

Mr. CARLILE. But J wish to withdraw my 
| objection. 

Mr. KEITT. Then I yield. 

Mr. CARLILE. I withdraw my objection to 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER. Then the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee will be entertained. 

Mr. CARLILE. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr. STEWART. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. CARLILE. Can that motion be enter- 
tained at this stage of the proceedings? 


I appeal from the decision of 


| 
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one. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in || 


the affirmative—yeas 99, nays 58; as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Allison, Ball, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. 
Bennett, Benson, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brgoks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Bayard 
Clark, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Comins, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Day, Dick, Dickson, Durfee, Elliott, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- 
ner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gilbert, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, 
Herbert, Hoffman, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 
Houston, Huglston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Keitt, Kennett, King, Knox, Letcher, Lumpkin, Humphrey 
Marsiiall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Mc- 
Queen, Meacham, Millson, Millward, Moore, Nichols, 
Norton, Orr, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, 
Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Robbins, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, 
Sage, Savage, Scott, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
R. Smith, Stewart, Talbott, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, 
Waiker, Warner, Winslow, and John V. Wright—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Billinghurst, Bradshaw, Buf- 
finton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Colfax, Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Denver, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Emrie, English, Etheridge, Giddings, Grow, 
Harlan, Kelsey, Kidwell, Knight, Knowlton, Lake, Mace, 
Matteson, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Mott, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Perry, Pike, Puryear, Ritchie, Sapp, 
Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Tappan, Todd, Trafton, Vail, 
Walbridge, Elihu B. Washburne, Watson, Welch, Wells, 
Woodrutf, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—58. 


So the House agreed to adjourn over. 


Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. VALK stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Wane. 


SUFFRAGE IN WASHINGTON—AGAIN. 


The question recurred on the motion to lay on 
the table the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was recommitted to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 79, nays 72; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Barbour, Benson, Bishop, 
Bradshaw, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. Camp 
bell, Jobn P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlisle, Chf- 
fee, Bayard Clark, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Dick, Dickson, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Flagler, Robert B. Hall Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, 
Haven, Hoffinan, Valentine B. Horton, Kennett, Knight, 
Knox, Lake, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, 
Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Parker, Pearce, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Reade, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Todd, Tratton, Trippe, Underwood, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Welch, Woodruff, Wood- 
worth, and Zollicoffer—79. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Barclay, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bil- 
linghurst, Boeock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, 
Cad walader,Caruthers, Clingman, HowellCobb, Williamson 
RB.W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Day,Denver, Dodd, Dowdell, 
Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Hughston, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, 
McQueen, Meacham, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, Nichols, 
Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Perry, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, 
Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, 
Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Warner, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Watson, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright—72. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, stated that Mr. 
Davinson had paired off with Mr. Noxrron. 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 


Mr. RUST. [ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, which is merely a 
local one, and of which previous notice has been 
given. I will be absent from the House fora 
month after to-day, and I therefore ask to have 
the bill received for reference. 

There being no objection, a bill to facilitate the 
selection of swamp lands in the State of Arkansas 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
this day being, under the rules of the House, set 
apart for the consideration of private bills, bills 
of that character on the Speaker’s table are now 
oe in order for consideration. The first 
bill is that reported from the Court of Claims, 
on which ie pending a motion to commit to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and on that 
a the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 

ones] is enutled to the floor. 
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‘motion is a privileged 





| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Task leave to re- 
= some bilis from the Committee of Ways and 
|| Means. ’ 

| There being no objection, Mr. C. reported the 
| following bills; which were severally read a first 
and second time, referred to the 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed: 

A bill making appropriations for certain civil 
expenses of the Government, for the year ending 
June 30, 1857. 

A bill making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 





ment, for the year ending June 30, 1857. 

On motion by Mr. CAMPBELL, House bill 
(No. 70) ‘* making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of invalid and other pensions of the United 
States, for the year ending June 30, 1857,’’ was 
taken up from the Speaker’s table, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to report from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands a bill ** to enable the United 
States to make use of the solar compass in the 

ublic service.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
AFFAIRS IN OREGON. 


Mr. LANE. Iask leave of the House to make 
a statement. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I would like 
to ascertain whether I have the floor or not? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is entitled to the floor, and does not lose 
his privilege if the gentleman from Oregon be 
allowed to make his statement. Will the gentle- 
man from Oregon state his purpose, and the Chair 
will take the sense of the House upon it? 

Mr. LANE. My purpose, Mr. Speaker, is to 
make a statement of the condition of things in 
Oregon Territory. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection made to 
the gentleman from Oregon making a statement? 

r. LANE. I hope there will not be. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I merely wish 
to understand how this matter is. I have no de- 
sire to occupy the floor at all, either to-day or to- 
morrow; but I do not want to have this business 
passed over. The Court of Claims has reported 
a number of cases which are now lying on the 
Speaker’s table, and the Committee on Claims 
are without a single case. It is important that 
this bill should be referred, so that the committee 
may have business. I do not propose to occup 
aminute. I ask the Speaker what is the pend- 
ing motion in regard to these reports? 

he SPEAKER. The pending motion is to 
commit the bill reported from the Court of Claims 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and print. 


Mr. JONES. I merely ask now that it may | 


be referred to the Committee on Claims; and if 


there be no objection to that, I shall certainly not | 


say a word. 
r. PRINGLE. I shall object to that. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be first 
to commit it to the Committee of the Whole 
House; then the sense of the House will be taken 
on committing it tothe Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In that view of the case, I 
hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will yield 

to the gentleman from Oregon for a short time. 

Mr. JONES. 1 have no objection at all, if it 
do not interfere with this business. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It does not. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania does not lose the floor by yielding it to 
the gentleman froin Oregon. He will be entitled 
to the floor when the gentleman from Oregon 
shall have closed. 

Mr. JONES. Then I yield the floor. 

Mr. LANE. Territorial Delegates, Mr. Speak- 
er, occupy a peculiar position in this House. 
They are not entitled to vote, and rarely have 
the privilege of speaking. I do not now ask this 

rivilege. It is no time to make a speech. We 
late no vote here; and what is, perhaps, more 
unfortunate for us, we have no voice in President- 
making. We take no part in the general policy 
of the country in this House. The interests of 
the Territories which we represent are the only 
objects we look to on this floor. As for myself, at 
least I can say, they are the only interests that I 
have to look after here. I have occupied my seat 
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session, except a very few, as faithfully as if [ 
were entitled to vote, in the hope of obtaining an 
opportunity of making known to the House and 
to the country the condition of affairs in the Ter- 
ritory which I represent. This is the first time 
I have had an opportunity of occupying the atten. 
tion of the House during the present session 
which has continued now five months. F 

The news by the steamer which has recently 
arrived in New York, is only a continuation of 
the news, announcing to us murders—massacres 
of the most horrible description having been per- 
petrated, week after week, in the Territory of 
Oregon, and not only there, but in the adjoining 
Territory of Washington. And yet, sir, not a 
thing has been done successfully by any depart- 
ment of the Government. Nothing effective has 
been done by the Administration, notwithstand- 
ing the desire which they no doubt have to afford 
us the protection to which we are entitled. But] 
must be permitted to say, that no step has thus 
far been takeh that has been of any service what- 
ever tous. The regular forces assigned to the 
duty of the protection of these settlements have 
utterly failed; they have failed to afford that pro- 
tection which the people of the Territory expected; 
and but for the prompt and efficient services of the 
volunteers in the two Territories, the whole coun- 
try would now be a desolate waste, or in the pos- 
session of the savages. . 

I wil: give a dispatch which I have just re- 
ceived by telegraph from New York: 

“Dates from Puget’s Sound to 2Ist February. Large 
force of Indians landed at San Juan Island. Whidby’s 
Island attacked, and custom-house robbed. Another out- 
break on Rogue river; twenty-five reported as killed.” 

They have taken possession of the custom- 
heuse. Whether they will undertake to appoint 
custom-house officers, I will not attempt to say. 
But, sir, we have the news of thirty families bein 
put to death—tomahawked, led to the stake ond 
tied, the fagots piled round them and set on fire, 
and there they are compelled to witness the torture 
of each other. The child is compelled to hear 
the death-screams of the mother, and the mother 
of the child. 

I make this statement, Mr. Speaker, that the 
House may know the condition of affairs in the 
Territories of Oregon and Washington. The 
most horrible sufferings are undergone; and if 
measures are not speedily taken to prevent these 
outrages by the Indians, the settlements will be 
soon wiped out. The people will have fallen under 
the tomahawks of the savages, and their scalps 
hung up in their wigwams. Our people are es- 
sentially a peaceful people; but their homes, which 
are the homes of civilized and Christian families, 
will soon become the haunts of savages. 

And, sir, hostilities commenced there in such 
a way as ought to have convinced every man who 
had the slightest knowledge of the Indian char- 
acter, or Of that country, that that entire country 
was to be invaded by Indians. On the 8th, 9th, 
and 10th days of October last, depredations com- 
menced in the southern pecten of the Territory 
of Oregon, and extended to the northern portion 
of Washington, a distance of over six hundred 
miles. That fact was of itself sufficient to have 
convinced any one who had the slightest knowl- 
edge of that country, or of the Indian character, 
that a combination had been formed by all the In- 
dian tribes in that region; and that war was to be 
made upon the settlements; for the purpose, as 
they say, of reclaiming their lands, by destroying 
the white people who now occupy those lands. 

Mr. Speaker, our people are, principally, an 
agriculturaland grazing community ; their wealth, 
their means, consist, to a very large extent, in 
cattle and stock; but the Indians have taken care 
to possess themselves of the stock of a large por- 
tion of the Territory. They have driven off and 
are living upon them, while the white people of 
the settlements are deprived of the means of sub- 
sistence. oe 

As I said before, the fact that these hostilities 
commenced, almost simultaneously, through a 
range-of six hundred miles cast and west of the 
Cascade Mountains, ought to have been sufficient 
to have satisfied any man, knowing anything of 
the country, or of the Indians, that a war of 
extermination had commenced by the Indians 
against the white settlements, It is not an exag- 
geration to say, that the force of these various 
tribes of Indians muster at least twenty-nine 
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thousand warriors; and,as I have said, they are 
massacreing whole families. 








Now, it may be asked, why doI make this | 
statement now when there is no bill—no propo- | 


sition of any description before the House for 
the relief of our poet It will be borne in 
mind that the first bill introduced into the House 
the present session, was a bill providing for pay- 
ing volunteers and expenses incurred by our peo- 

le in defending the settlements; whic 


which committee my gallant friend from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Quirmay] is chairman, consequently 
the bill is not now before the House. 


The army, sir, under the command of General | 


Wool, has failed to protect the settlements or to 
inflict that punishment upon the Indians which 
their offenses deserved. All the protection af- 
forded the settlements. and the runishment given 
to the Indians, so far, has been done by the vol- 
unteers. General Wool, whom I know to bea 
brave man and a gallant officer, is found to be 
unequal to the task of repelling the depredations 
of these Indians, unequal to the task of coping 
with them intheir mode of warfare, in the mount- 
ains, in the valleys, and in the forests. He has 
not been able to overtake and punish them for 
their conduct. 

We have had a bill introduced for raising a regi- 


mentof mounted volunteers, for the protection of | 
that country, by the gentleman from Washington | 


Te {Mr. ANDERSON, | which is also in the 
hands o 


man of the Committee on Military 
the deficiency bill which passed this House, went 
to the Senate, and was passed there with sundry 
amendments, there should be provision for an 


appropriation of $300,000, for the purpose of de- || 


fending the settlements in Oregon and Washing- 
ton Territories, a portion of which country has 
now fallen into the hands of the Indians. 
United States custom-house there has been taken 
possession of by them. This appropriation was 
recommended by the President, in a message sent 
to us, which, on my motion, was sent to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. The vote by which 
that reference was had was afterwards recon- 
sidered, and the message was sent to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. The same disposition 
of the message was made in the Senate that was 
made of it in the House—it was sent to the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs. The chairman in that | 


body stated that he did not feel it to be his duty to 
ask that the appropriation should be made in an 


amendment covering the amount I have indicated, | 


for the reason that he believed the subject had 
taken a wrong course. 

I mention these things, Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of calling the attention of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means particularly 
tothe matter. Thisdeficiency bill, with the Senate 
amendments, is now before that committee. By 
the last mail we have an account of an engagement 
at Puget’s Sound between the Indians enlisted on 
our side and those who were our enemies. This 
$300,000 appropriation is to enable the agents to 
secure the services of these friendly Indians. B 
Indians can Indians be hunted to their lair wit 
much success. They can go where the white 
man cannot readily go. I have had some expe- 
rience in this thing. I have traveled, I have 
hunted, and [ have been in battle with the Indi- 


ans. ¢l think that lama good Indian fighter; and | 


I have a great inclination to go out to Oregon and 
assist its people in their defense. 

If the Indian hostilities continue until another 
mail arrives, I do not know but I will do this. 
Let that be as it may—I know enough of the 
Indian character to be satisfied that the Indians 
at war with our people cannot be effectually put 
down during the.summer. They have*in that 
country hiding-places; they have mountains to 
which they can fly for refuge, which are of the 
steepestascent. They can put themselves beyond 
the reach of the gallant old hero of Buena Vista 
and his forces. If they could be brought to a 
general engagement, they would be utterly de- 
feated; but they will not do so. They evade a 
general conflict. It is not the way they fight. 
They dash, of a sudden, into the settlements, 
raise havoc, and scalp women and children, and 
then flee to their hiding-places, where the old 
General cannot reach them. 


Mr. Speaker, while I have been speaking, the 





bill was || 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, of | 


my friend from Mississippi, the chair- | 
Affairs. In | 


The | 





‘| chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
has had the kindness to prepare a bill to carry out 
the object which I have in view. No time ought 


_ to have something done. I wish some measure 
of relief passed for the people of Oregon in time 
to let them know of it by the return mail. The 
| bill is for an appropriation of $300,000, the amount 
recommende 
be passed and the money sent to the people of the 
Territory as soon as possible. I ask leave to in- 
troduce the following bill: 


hostilities in the Territories of Oregon and Washington. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Congress assembled, That the sum of $300,000 be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by 


hostilities in the Territories of Oregon and Washington. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the in- 
troduction of the bill ? 

Mr. CARLILE. When does the mail return 
for Oregon and Washington? 

Mr. LANE. The mail closes at New York on 
the 5th of April, and in Washington at two 
o’clock, on the 3d of the same month. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Does the gentle- 
man from Oregon introduce his bill for reference 
merely ? 

Mr. LANE. I ask that it may be now con- 
sidered and passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It contains an appropria- 
tion, and under the rule must go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. The 
deficiency bill is before the Committee of Ways 
and Means; and if the House resolves itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


and pass the amendment of the Senate to which 
the gentleman referred. 

Several Memspers. We cansuspend the rules 
| by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. They can be suspended by 
unanimous consent. The gentleman from Or- 
egon asks unanimous consent. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. If the gentleman proposes 
to refer his bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, or the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, I will interpose no objection 
to its introduction. It does seem to me to be an 
extraordinary way of passing appropriation bills, 
to pass them by unanimous consent, without un- 
dergoing the usual order of proceedings, on uncer- 
tain rumor in reference to difficulties on the fron- 
tier. I —— fully the feelings of the gentle- 
man from Oregon. I have no doubt that he speaks 
truly; but may not there be some mistake in 
reference to this subject? Let the bill go to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, or to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and I will make no objection. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio object? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If it is proposed to put the 
bill on its passage, I object. I feel it to be my 
duty to do so as chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

r. LANE. Mr. Speaker, I have no desire to 
do anything in this House which will incur the 
displeasure of any member. I wish to extend to 
coth 
him. 
the usual and regular course. But let me tell the 
| gentleman from Ohio that what I have stated to 
the House are no tales of fiction. 
rise here to make a statement of the truth of 
which i have the least doubt. I have in my scrap- 
book the numbers, and many of the names, of 
those who have been so foully slaughtered by the 
Indians. 

Mr.H.MARSHALL. What is the difficulty 
in the way of the President’s directing troops to 
be levied at once in order to suppress insurrection 
without Sane of money? 

Mr. LANE. In response to my friend from 
'| Kentucky, I will say that the reason for this par- 
] ticular appropriation is, that it was recommended 
} by the Secretary of the Interior for the very pur- 
| pose I mentioned a short time since—to retain the 
|| friendship of a certain portion of the Indians on 
| and around Puget Sound and in portions of Ore- 
| on; and that, if this money was placed in the 
] ands of the Governors of Oregon and Wash- 
|| ington Territories, they could secure the friend- 

















to be lost in the matter; and I have risen in order | 
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y the President; and I hope it will || 


A bill making appropriations for the suppression of Indian || 





Union during the next week, we may consider | 


1 gentleman the courtesy which belongs to | 
I wish to have subjects of legislation take | 


I will never | 
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ship of a sufficient portion of the Indians o° that 
country to enable them to assist the volunteers to 
defend the settlements against the depredations of 
the warlike tribes. You cannot keep the Indians 
in your service upon a promise merely. You 
| must make good to them every word you say. 
| When you tel! him he shall be paid, it must be 
done, and there must be no failure. 
I say, then, it is absolutely necessary that this 





|| appropriation should be made, so that the inform- 


ation may go by the next mail, if possible. But 
I do not wish to incur the opposition of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, or 
of any other gentleman. But this appropriation 
| ought to be made, and the money ought to be sent 
| out by the return mail, for that country is being 


‘| literally laid waste. 
the President of the United States in suppressing Indian | ‘ 


Mr.GREENWOOD. I desire the permission 

of the gentleman from Oregon to make a sug- 

| gestion, which will perhaps obviate the difficulty 
interposed by the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. LANE. Certainly. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I am aware, indeed I 
know, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and those who are associated with 
him, would consent to consider a proposition of 
| this sort immediately, if they were of the opinion 
that the necessities were such as to require it. I 
suggest, then, that the gentleman from Ohio with- 
draw his opposition to the introduction of the 
| bill, and that the gentleman from Oregon move 
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that the bill be read a second time and referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means; and that 
at the next session of the committee he appear 
before them, and show the necessity of action 
upon this bill at once, without awaiting the tardy 
| process through which the regular appropriation 
bills have to pass. Under such circumstances, 
| the committee may be induced to report the bill 
on Monday, and then the House can take imme- 
diate action upon it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Of course I have 
had no opportunity to confer with my colleagues, 
upon the Committee of Ways and Means;and in 
speaking to-day I speak for myself only, as chair- 
man of the committee. If the gentleman from 
Oregon desires to introduce that bill and have it 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
I think I may be justified in saying that, after 
having heard the statement of the gentleman from 
Oregon in reference to the condition of affairs 
in that Territory, that committee will meet this 
evening with a view to consider his bill in con- 
nection with the deficiency bill, which is now be- 
fore the committee, with the amendments which 
have been placed upon it by the Senate. I have 
labored every day, as the House well knows, to 

ress forward the business of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and I say for my colleagues, 
| that, from the time the committee was organized, 
we have been constantly laboring every morning 
with a view to bring forward the bills. 

Mr. LANE. If the gentleman will allow me to 
interrupt him, I will putan end to this matter. [I 
am inclined to think that the suggestion made by 
the gentleman from Arkansas, and the gentleman 
from Ohio, as to the course which this bill should 
take, is the best which can be adopted. I have 
never felt that the chairman of the Committee of 
| Ways and Means has ever been negligent in the 
dischantin of his duties in any manner. On the 
contrary, I believe he has been, and will continue 


| 

| to be, faithful in the discharge of his duties as 
| 

| 

| 

| 





| chairman of that committee. 

Iam very much indebted to the gentleman from 
| Mississippi, [Mr. Quirman,] the chairman of 
| the Committee on Military Affairs, for suggesting 
this bill, and I will accept the suggestion of the 
| gentleman from Ohio, and ask that the bill be 
| read a second time, and referred to the Committee 
| of Ways and Means; with the hope, Mr. Speaker, 
| that the chairman of that committee will be able 
| to present the bill, and have it acted upon, in 
time to have the instructions go to the superin- 
| tendents of Indian affairs, or to the Governors 
|of Oregon and Washington Territories by the 
| mail of the 5th of April.* 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will state that I will con- 


ee 








* Since the foregoing speech was delivered, I have re- 
| ceived news of the murder of from twenty to thirty persons 
| near the mouth of Rogue river, in the southern part of 
| Oregon Territory. These persons were farmers, and @ 
| small portion of a volunteer company stationed to defend 
| them. They were attacked suddenly, and after fighting 
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vene the committee, contrary to our understand- 
ing this morning, on to-morrow morning. We 
will then consider the subject of the bill; and if 
the committee conclude to report it, they will re- 
port it on Monday morning, and then the House 
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is the motion of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. | enlargement of the building, which is now eighty. 
| Dunn,] that the rules of the House be suspended, || five feet long and sixty feet wide; and the propo- 
| so as to enable him to move that House bill (No. 


sition is to make it twenty-five feet longer, wh 
| 157) be made the special order for the second || can be done, if done san wkene caine TI 
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j | Tuesday in June next, and from day to day there- | expense, with the single exception of placing one — 
aes can, if they choose, go into the Committee of the || after till the same be disposed of. of the end walls of the building twelve and a half “Tan 
Whole on the state of the Union, and consider the Mr. HAVEN. Is there a motion now to sus- || feet further east, and the other twelve and a half — 
if bill. pend the rales? feet further west than they are to be under the — 
No objection being made, the bill was then read The SPEAKER. That motion is pending since || existing contract. It does not even change the ake to 
t a first and second time, and referred to the Com- || last Monday. length of the timbers, or iron rafters,&c. There they 0 
mittee of Ways and Means. Mr. HAVEN. Then! desire to have the floor || is.nothing but the simple expense of giving that maar, 
KANSAS INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. __ || 00 that motion. additional length, which will be of very great that, 
: Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman || consequence in the room it will afford. other | 
Mr. WALKER. I ask leave to present the || fom Indiana, who made that motion, has been The joint resolution is so framed as to require willin, 
. following resoluuon: 14 detained from the House by sickness for several || that the Secretary of the Treasury contract for ask th 
te Resoloed, a. 2 the eignens tia Bowne, 5s edie | days. I do not see him in his seat this morning; || this enlargement within the limits of this reso- comm 
} ee ¢ eh 20 ouber uaan Dnis mae eutil the Cee. | and I propose, as he is not present, that the mo- || lution. His estimates are here on the tables of tion; | 
mittee on the Judiciary report upon the resolution offered by || tion be eleemmaliy passed over until he be present. || members, and the appropriation in the resolution or log 
the gentieman from Alabama, (Mr. Watker,| instructing || [ do not suppose it should be acted on without || is based upon them. The resolution requires, in Mr 
| them to ascertain whether the said Kansas comanities have his being here. substance, that he shall not have the building I kno 
a 0 aan er the attendance of witnesses and punish The SPEAKER. It will be passed over in- || enlarged, unless he can do so within that limita- very 
Mr MATTESON. I object. formally. tion. I need not say anything of my own know!l- ne 
qiL Mr. WALKER. Allow me to say one word, THE BUFFALO CUSTOM-HOUSE. oe oo hs aeree — — Peres eae we fi 
and I think the objection will be withdrawn. Mr. HAVEN. Then I desire to have the leave || of the buildag neath rw the pat edie: eemla voted 
a 4 MATTESON. The objection will not be —— House to tatsoducs a joint manne in |! pot afford that amount of sanenesiaaialiin which Mi 
+ withdrawn. — : reference to the custom-house, court-house, post : : rer is Mob 
} _ Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I ask the unan- office, &c., at Buffalo. Papers relating to the = “Rpr ee cota: wit Gaesee Gea... lieve. 
imous consent of the House to allow me to make || ject have been laid on members’ tables some time dation of the roome for the édarts iti the thira M: 
a report on behalf of the Hon. M. Tayror, from ||‘ago, I would like their attention generally, and story, and for the custom-honse in the second The 
; the Committee on Claims, in order that it may |} that of my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] in story ; so that it is thought they will be able to does 
; be referred to a Committee of the Whole House, particular. Z get along with the business, although the rooms, Jour 
HEL “ — 2m oo The Clerk reported the resolution, as follows: || in my judgment, will then be too small. — 
: Mr. HAVEN. [submit that this being pri- || Jit resolution for enlarging the custom-house, post office, || _ I do not stop to dilate on the amount of business 
: maha Wall dae. 16 te ten Bae k nee and courtthouse, at Buffalo, New York. in Buffalo, which requires these conveniences. The 
brawls barks Claime. Se ee Pefolved by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of But if gentlemen have heard the resolution—and aa 
1 ‘ . . e United States of America i mgress as. i i re 3 
Leah Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is in order || the Sacemed of tee Tia be, and he is hereby, ether if they desire it here they can have the documents Tres 
when the committees are called in order for re- || ized toextend the building now in progress of construction from the Secretary of the Treasury and the Post- h 
‘ fatey FRE, BES SOREN Fee Seale, CONTRO oo ee eee = _ a the reso- be 
Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. — I should like proper vaults therein, if, in hia discretion, the public iter- saat acieiaainalotel ‘ch raha e aa Sateen faul 
Ga to have a little parliamentary question settled be-*|| est requires the same: Provided, That such extension can ntotien.on tha ueieldind it ‘slaion entthin . yi ‘ the 
fore | go any farther; and that is, when the floor |/ be completed at an expense not exceeding $33,000, includ- a the Sie P ve thin th vs ée 
iw assizned to one member upon one subiect ing ten per cent. for contingencies ; which sum, orso much || 2nd the Secretary must Keep within these limita- Py 
) a wh it prin iple another aide r’ is conan eee ag in the- Tre en eaerene: ae || Sete ee eee i. 
; oO i rnc C ; -COS~ || any money remaining in the Treasury not otherwise appro- : 
i} sr by the Chair, and takes his place upon printed : ind arosttal further, That no money shall Be baba Mr. ric gg oe rn Ido not coe to = oly Ho, 
ai the floor, and asks the unanimous consent of the || Under this joint resolution until the Secretary of the Treas- || OPposition vepldpones .v200g Pape senor pre ao in 
House to introduce a resolution? 1 merely ask || WY Shall contract for the completion of said building so ex- desire to ask a question or two of the gentleman 
2 § J ; ; ; y tended, at a eos within the sum heretofore, and hereby, || from New York. I leave to my friends who are Dey 
if the Speaker for information. I am_ under the || appropriated. on the Committee of Ways and Means, either to pro 
the § vba ia Veale pect A No objection being <nade, the joint resolution || take up these investigations growing out of the sho 
a dan ‘seebitia taen unless he rises to a || received its first and second readings. custom-house estimates, or to let them alone, Is t 
int of aetiee di ‘6 kk Saietiieel eaditinn Do Mr. HAVEN. I desire the consent of the || just as they please. The question which I wish and 
T epderutana that obfection in wads to the pre- House to introduce that resolution, and to have it || to propound is this, on whose specification or fe 
daitatiinn id Glia vt? : considered now, without ae it to og es preoners see a i present oa 7 this wa 
TY)... @DBAICE 1. . ‘ requiring an appropriation of money to be first || custom-house adopted or determined upon 
TheSPEAKER. ‘The Chair assigned the floor iio in saaaien of the Whole House. Mr. HAVEN. F adbianh the soclienah had i 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania on the report "etee: oni biecti h lati ly k : eee the 
fraus the Caukt of Claes. That odikée tr Gee |t . ere being no objection, the resolution was || better ask me one question ata time in this way, 
othe Totes. ‘The tentl h 4 h introduced, and ordered to be put upon its passage. || and I willanswer him more clearly. It was pure- Bef 
id fee Uli “ Pie eine tal a ae Mr. SANDIDGE. I believe that the rule re- || ly, as I understand it, on plans originating in the ha 
‘ i og ey k a Pee aye tle eet th quires a resolution appropriating money, or lead- || office of the Secretary of the Treasury here. But ref 
ae bs — or "Th > "4 t ‘he H on ine || ing to debate, to lie over one day before it can be || 1 should do him injustice, however, if I did not wi 
left i" I eat od Soa van C atest , Claime ‘S$ || considered. say—what my friend from Alabama, I think, well iti 
cea ‘t ill ea hy a ae ot van ; aa Mr. HAVEN. No; it is notnecessary under || understands, and which I want every gentleman th 
Z | F ae eat ay ey my Y : Aes centhen the rule to have it referred to the Committee of || of the House to hear—that when a movement on thi 
a ~ San . 1 sk h nthe fl —— Th ooh <~ || the Whole, inasmuch as I asked unanimous con- || this subject was made two years ago, and appli- w! 
aot ae ee 13 as ahaa f “IF || sent to introduce it, and to have it considered now || cations were made for custom-houses at some 
aaa Sanit ‘oo at &, snvariebl whine oa without subjecting it to the rule requiring an || eight to twelve places, and when it was very de- an 
haan adden tha Chair: while eae eee appropriation of money to be first considered in || sirable on my part, and also on the part of the ar 
ine his Misael. al aske for what purpose they rise, || Committee of the Whole—consent having been || Secretary of the Treasury, to keep these applica- A 
F Mp. WA LKER f eek ‘the e echo ia a. te a én iven when I asked it—the gentleman is, there- || tions within certain restrictions and limitations, fr 
Pennsylvania to vielé the floor for @ motion to |} -7rer, %°° late now with his suggestion, and the || he made, I believe, estimates for three classes of y' 
iow y y whole question is now properly before the House || buildings, a one class at an expense ol 
ML. JONES ielded the floo for consideration. The papers on the subject || of, I think, $40,000; another class at an expense Pp 
Mr : WALK CR , Well. I a satisfied this || £0™_ the Secretary of the Treasury and Postmas- || of some $60,000; and the third class at an expense th 
Metanenin will lead to Achitin? chovctece. taste to 1 Oe General, were introduced some time since, || of some $80,000. And without taking any advice Be 
attenre - 4 , oe on the —- - ve oe and ra since — — without my — ~ es q 
a sas ; en printed and placed in the pigeon-holes or on || with him in any way or shape, the Buffalo appli- 
ane * ick a fit we See) tae elaee the dab of gentlemen. I wish gentlemen to || cxtion was reported, and pinaed in the bill in the 7 
diourned til Mond Peaeben & Waal: tn read these papers, or I will have them read from || Senate in the condition in which it now appears 
Se ee i se Se kW sy T a, the Clerk’s desk if,that be preferred. I wish to |} in the statute. v 
r add a few words, and then I will leave the matter If my friend from Alabama will excuse me, I u 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. with the House. » ¥ wih desire to say one thing more. He has referred ; 
Monpay, March.31, 1856 An appropriation for this building at Buffalo || to the present Committee of Ways and Means, 
. 3 ‘ was made the year before last. The Secretary || and to these applications generally, now pending. t 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m, Prayer |/ of the Treasury made his contract for completing || Now, I would like to have this whole thing sep- ( 
by the Chaplain, Rev, Danie Waxno. the building entirely within the limitations and || arately considered; and I am willing to say to my ’ 
‘The Journal of Friday was read and approved. || restrictions of the act under which that appropri- || friend, that there isa case from Chicago which, 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order || ation was made. There is nothing asked for now || in my judgment, peremptorily demands that the ‘ 
in the shape of a deficiency. The existing con- || building there be increased in size. There are, 
bravely and gallantly for about ten hours, were overcome || tract is for the completion of the building within || also, applications from other places where the | 
" pened cen, Latins, See almost every man slain. || the existing appropriation. business is not ae , and where the com- ) 
uusahesed, Sin eteana tet oe den hea ome t the The Secretary has fairly discharged his duty. || merce of the place does not require that extent of 
Territory, are said to have declared their to || He has conducted the business so that nothing is || accommodation required at C ago and Buffalo. 
oxterminage all the whites in the country, .L. || required for deficiency. This is simply for an || There are some other places which I should also 





